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Join Us This Sunday
8:00 awm Early Bible Class
9:00 av  Traditional Worship
i Sanctuary
10:00 av  Sunday School, all ages
11:00 av  Contemporary Worship
i Fellowship Hall

First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a

community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with their

presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate ourselves to
spreading Godoés Word throughout pur

meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and opportunities to fulfill the
teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of ministries. As United
Met hodi sts, fAour doors, our hear
seek Godds Grace. 0

The CULTIVATORs a bimonthly publication whose exclusive purpose is
to help FUMCGOdessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and
ficultivatingd the presence of Ch

Holy Baptism of

child of

baptized on April 19,

proud grandparents

Holy Baptism of
Brylee Jean Latham
child of
Becky & Toby Latham
born on February 16, 2009
baptized on April 26
surrounded in love by
proud family members

surrounded in love by

Cullom Whitson Snoddy

Cauley & Craig Snoddy
born on August 3, 2009

Our vision is to be a community that welcomes all people into
life-changing relationships with God and others.
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Purchase Of Alley Opens
New Opportunities
he alley between our main church building and
the Rodman Fellowship Hall is only 28et
wide, but the purchase of it from the City of Odess
opens unlimited opportunities for our church. On
Sunday, April 26, a called charge conference
conducted by District Superintendent Beverly Jongs
unanimously approved the purchase of the alley. The
approval allows the church to pay the City of Odesssa
$4,000 for the strip of land. With that purchase, the
church now owns all of the area between 4th and %th
Streets, Lee Avenue and Noel Heritage Park.
Because the alley is open to through traffic and
serves as an easement for utilities above and belowAnother exciting community outreach
ground level, the church has not been allowed to . .
utilize the space. The purchase of the alley now celebration hOASted by our church is set
allows the church to close off through traffic andtd Mot her 6 s Day weeke/pd.
relocate the trash collection dumpsters. Tamplends article n

Building trustees are now studying ways to utilize
the area. Many ideas are under consideration, not]
least of which are a playground, a handicap ramp

occurred the same week the alley was closed to
mmodate repairs to the-g€arold sewage line
services the Fellowship Hall. After a camera

parking for access to the southwest rear entrance {0.« |inked through the pipe, it was determined th¢

the church.

The purchase of the alley is but one of many
unscheduled challenges facing the Building Trust
this year. It is coincidental that the alley purchase

Resolution author John Mason reads the legal document requesting the

purchase of the alley from the City of Odessa. Church member Glenn Smith
listens to the resolution during the called charge conference on Sunday, April 26.

pipe had sunk in several places, which caused allfthe
plumbing features in the Fellowship Hall to run
€&dwly or back up at the most inopportune times.

Correcting that became the
Building Trustees immediatf
goal. According to Building
Trustees chairman Sam
Howell, replacing a worout
van was a close second.
AThe Trustees
at all the options and
weighed the cost of each
opportunity. On the vans, it
was decided that we had to
get it set up so that no van
was more than 9 years old.
Or, put another way, we wapt
to buy a van every 3 years
and replace a-9earold
one. The safety of our

Continued on page four




