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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading Godôs Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, ñour doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek Godôs Grace.ò 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
ñcultivatingò the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday  

  8:00 AM  
 
 

Adult Bible Class  

  9:00 AM  Traditional Worship  
    ñSanctuary  

10:00 AM  
 

Sunday School , all ages  

10:16 AM  The Bridge Worship ,  
      ñ3901 E. Yukon  

11:00 AM  Fellowship Worship  
    ñFellowship Center  

 
 
 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa  
Mission Statement 
We exist for LIFEé 

To Love others, Invite them to join us as we Follow 
Christ, who Empowers us to make a difference. 

415 N Lee Street 
Odessa TX 79761 

Celebrating Us!   June 10th  

June 10
th
 will be our first monthly cookout.  Burgers will be cooked in the 

Plaza area.  Round #1 will be ready by 11:30, and Round #2 will be 
cooked to be ready at 12:15 pm.  Bring a side dish or dessert to share!  
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Celebrating Women  

Celebrating Recovery  

For five years, the outreach ministry Celebrate Recovery has 
been changing lives of so many people.  The leadership team is 
pictured here at the 5th anniversary regular meeting, May 7.  
According to Congregational Care Minister Jody Wallin, CR has 
conducted 272 meetings every Monday, with the exception of 
one on Christmas and two due to poor weather.  The faith-
based, twelve-step program is for everyone who wants to 
overcome a habit, a hurt, or a hang-up. 

True to their servant hearts, 
the CR team hosted a 
brunch for the entire 
congregation on May 20 to 
celebrate the 5th 
Anniversary.  CR provided 
the delicious food and joyful 
table decorations. 

All women were honored on Motherôs Day, May 13, with a carnation given by cheerful 
FoundationKids girls and a reception hosted by the United Methodist Women. 

On May 19, Daughters Of The King 
West Texas hosted the Womenôs 

Empowerment Luncheon based on 1 
John 3:1.  Sixty-seven women from 
nine churches enjoyed the day of 
prayer, praise, and inspiration.  

Daughters of The King West Texas is  
a faith-based organization that 

provides loving, compassionate care 
with guidance to empower and 

educate women based on Scripture.   
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A s you receive 
this newsletter, 
my family and 
I will be 
spending time 
on vacation 
with my sister 
Carey and her 
family.  My 
brother-in-law, 
Tim, is a Chief 

Master Sergeant in the U.S. Air 
Force, attaining the highest rank 
possible for an enlisted airman.  
They have three amazing sons that 
God has blessed them with, and I 
look forward to spending time with the whole 
family!  Oh yeah, did I forget to tell you, they 
happen to live in Hawaii?  Trust me, we wouldnôt 
be going to visit there had we not had the 
opportunity to stay with them on Hickam Air Base! 
  Alice, the kids and I are excited to spend time 
together and with our extended family, especially in 
such a beautiful environment.  More than that 
though, Iôve been reflecting of late the people that 
God has put in my life and the lives of my family.  
Tim is one of those people.  Every time I am 
around him, I am both impressed and in awe of the 
things that he has been a part of in service to our 
country.  He is one of those people that does the job 
set before him with great humility and an amazing 
sense of purpose.  While we occasionally talk about 
his responsibilities and duties, I am always blessed 
that the attention is inevitably drawn back to the 
men and women with whom he feels lucky to serve 

with.  The combination of 
humility in purpose and pride in 
those surrounding him continues 
to inspire me. 
  Recently, I have been spending 
time studying the book of 
Hebrews.  There is a strong 
understanding that those whom 
we surround ourselves with have 
direct impact on who it is that we 
are becoming.  Further, 
understanding that while the road 
we sometimes find ourselves on is 
not always easy, persevering in 
that journey is a combination of 
will, determination, travelling 
companions (ñgreat cloud of 

witnessesò) and a clear purpose for being.  In our 
case, as it was for those early believers, our purpose 
is to follow Christ, who did in fact endure the cross 
for our sake in sure and certain knowledge of the 
ultimate aim ahead. 
  I look forward to visiting again with Tim and the 
rest of the family.  I know that God will bless our 
time together and that I will come away inspired by 
Tim and those men and women in uniform that 
follow a well-defined purpose and aim.  It will 
remind me that back home in Odessa, we are 
blessed to be a part of a church, a cloud of 
witnesses, which perseveres toward the goal that all 
people might be invited to a life-changing 
relationship with God and one another! 
  I, like Tim, am honored and blessed to get to serve 
with each of you, as God walks with us towards the 
prize in Christ Jesus!  ð Pastor Todd 

Todd Salzwedel 
Senior Pastor 

Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud 

of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And 
let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 2 fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 

and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and 

sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

 �²  Hebrews 12:1-2 

   On May 23, I picked up over 500 items that 
Cavazos Elementary had donated in their ñLove 
Pack Food Drive.ò The generosity of these 
students is a beautiful expression of love and trust 
for others. 
  Cavazos is one of the poorest schools in ECISD, 
yet they stepped forward to make a significant 
impact on the needs of the homeless. The 1st 
Grade class won the in-house competition to raise 
the most items, totaling over 300 articles in just two 
of their classes! ï Outreach Pastor, Colin Proft 

Celebrating Cavazos Elementary  

Colin Proft is pictured with Cavazos Elementary 
Assistant Principal, Lalonnie King 
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�KMemorials �J ��
�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I�� 
�%�H�W�W�\���3�X�U�Y�L�V 

�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\ 
Jonell & Lonnie Sims 

 
�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I�� 

�0�D�[�L�Q�H���+�X�G�V�R�Q 
�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\ 

Gloria & LaDoyce Lambert 
Builders Sunday School Class 

 
�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I 
�(�G�G�L�H���*�L�O�E�H�D�X 

�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\ 
Buzz & Betsy Hurt 

 
 

�)�8�0�&���6�D�Q�F�W�X�D�U�\���&�K�R�L�U 
�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I�� 

�(�Y�H�O�\�Q���%�D�X�P�D�Q 
�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\ 

Lura & Dick Sivalls 
 

�)�R�R�G���3�D�Q�W�U�\ 
�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I�� 
�0�D�U�L�D�Q���&�O�D�U�N 

�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\�� 
Kay & Phill Szenasi 

 
�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I 
�'�D�Q���&�R�R�S�H�U 

�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\ 
Kay & Phil Szenasi 

 

�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I 
�0�D�[�L�Q�H���+�X�G�V�R�Q 

�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\ 
Kay I Phil Szenasi 

 
�8�0�&�2�5���3�U�R�M�H�F�W 

�,�Q���+�R�Q�R�U���R�I 
�-�R�G�\���:�D�O�O�L�Q 

�*�L�Y�H�Q���E�\�� 
Alice Learned 

 
�)�8�0�&���<�R�X�W�K���3�U�R�J�U�D�P 

�,�Q���0�H�P�R�U�\���R�I 
�(�G�G�L�H���*�X�L�O�E�H�D�X 
Given by 

Lura & Dick Sivalls 
 �K�J ��

Celebrating Infant Baptism  

Sara and Brad 
Dyrstad hold 
daughter Nellie 
Anne during her 
baptism at the 
Fellowship worship 
service on May 6.  
Older brother, Max, 
completes the joyful 
family. 

To the friends and family of 
Maxine Hudson 

 
To the friends and family of 

Howard Purvis 
 

To Becky & Caleb Eckel 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���O�R�V�V���R�I���%�H�F�N�\�·�V���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U 

Audrey Marie Roberts 
 

To Tana Pipes 
for the loss of her husband 

Michael Pipes 
 

To the friends and family of 
�(�G�Z�L�Q���´�(�G�G�L�H�µ���*�X�L�O�E�H�D�X 

Completed K-5th Grade 
$12 children  $15 for adults  
(includes zoo and lunch) 

Leaving church at 7am and return 6pm 
 RSVP to April 


