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F ebruary 10, 2016, is Ash 
Wednesday and marks the 

beginning of the season of Lent. 
Lent is a time when many 
Christians prepare for Easter by 
observing a period of fasting, 
repentance, moderation and 
spiritual discipline. 
  Ash Wednesday emphasizes 
two themes: our sinfulness before 
God and our human mortality. 
The service focuses on both 
themes, helping us to realize that 
both have been triumphed 
through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
  During some Ash Wednesday 
services, the minister will lightly 

rub the sign of the cross with 
ashes onto the foreheads of 
worshipers. The use of ashes as a 
sign of mortality and repentance 
has a long history in Jewish and 
Christian worship. Historically, 
ashes signified purification and 
sorrow for sins. 
  It is traditional to save the palm 
branches from the previous Palm 
Sunday service to burn to produce 
ashes for this service. The ash 
cross on the forehead is an 
outward sign of our sorrow and 
repentance for sins.   
  Lent marks the 40 days prior to 
Resurrection Sunday, which is 
March 27.   

Worship Service 
February 10 

6:00 p.m.  
FUMC Sanctuary  

  

B 
right, cheerful table decorations created the 
perfect setting for Shine On, Ladies Night Out, 

on Saturday, January 23.  And, yes, lots of ladies did 
come out to enjoy hugs, laughter, and inspiration.  
Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson was thrilled to see 
so many visitors in attendance.  As the women 
registered, many would say, “I’m here because my 
sister asked me.”  Or, “My neighbor said the speaker 
is great.” Or, “My daughter invited me to come have 
an evening together with her.”   
  Shine On team lay leader and emcee, Tamara 
Stumpner made everyone feel instantly like best 
friends forever with fun games involving looking for 
items in your purse. According to Tamara, “Shine On 
was a fun event to plan for ladies from different 
backgrounds and ages.  At the event, we got to come 
together as sisters in Christ, have a great evening 
and receive a powerful message!  I think women 
really need each other and it was great seeing the 
generations come together and enjoy each other's 
company.” 
  Dynamic guest speaker, Rev. Felicia Hopkins, 
encouraged the women to be Praise Warriors.  
Drawing a stick figure to represent you, she said to 
use the head to be God, so God’s word is in your 
head.  The body is God’s song in your heart.  The 
right arm is Faith; the left arm is Service.  The right 
leg is Prayer and the left leg is your Testimony.  Then 
she asked, “What is your story?”  Felicia also 
reminded the women not to worry because God takes 
care of everything.   
Please turn to page 4 for pictures of Shine On. 

Shine On Shines Bright Men’s Wild Game Dinner  

I t’s the great food!  That’s the most quoted reason as to 
why so many men love coming to the 7th Annual Men’s 

Wild Game dinner hosted by our church. 
    Grandfathers, fathers, sons and friends enjoyed a lively 
session on Saturday, January 30 in the Fellowship Center.  
One father and son came from Monahans because they said 
it’s a rare treat to get such a variety of wild game at one 
dinner.  It’s easy to understand the enthusiasm with the 
menu that included jalapeno poppers, venison sausage, 
grilled quail, roasted pig, and smothered venison steaks.  
First time cooks, William Nall and Max Flippin used William’s 
family recipe for the smothered venison steaks.   
   Wild Game team leader J.T. Morgan and long-time team 
members Russell Kimble, Don Wright, Steve Riley and Jim 
Carlson echoed each other’s sentiments as why they 
continue to serve for this successful outreach:  love of 
hunting, love of cooking, enjoyment of sharing.  Speaker 
Philip Dickerson with the Department of Texas Parks & 
Wildlife presented an overview of the latest hunting seasons 
in Texas.   
   Members of Boy Scout Troop 91, sponsored by our 
church, were busy helping with everything from  getting the 
coals ready for the Dutch oven biscuits and peach cobblers 
to serving drinks, to presenting  the Color Guard for the flag 
ceremony.   
  In his welcoming remarks, Pastor Terry Tamplen praised 
God for providing the wonderful outdoor world allowing 
sportsmen the experience of nature’s bounty.  More than 
115 men and women fellowshipped together in the dining 
hall festooned with outstanding hunting trophies. Two dozen 
church members teamed up to make the evening special. 
Please turn to page 5 for pictures of the Men’s Wild Game 
Dinner. 
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Remembering Who We Are and How We Practice our Faith 
 
I believe it’s important to regularly remind ourselves that we are the Church, the body of Christ in the world today. We are not a  
building, but a body of believers, who are seeking to whole-heartedly follow Christ and live life as he taught his disciples to live. Our 
mission therefore, the reason we exist, is to make disciples who make disciples, while we are ourselves becoming disciples.  We do 
that in many ways as we love others and invite them to join us as we follow Christ who empowers us to make a difference, but we have 
chosen five practices to guide us in carrying out our mission. We adopted them from the book entitled Five Practices of Fruitful  
Congregations, by Bishop Robert Schnase and they are briefly summarized as follows: 

 
 
 

• Radical Hospitality – Churches characterized by Radical Hospitality are not just friendly and courteous, passively receiving visitors 
warmly. Instead, they sense a calling and responsibility to pray, plan and work to invite others and to help them feel welcome and 
to support them in their faith journeys as they unite with their faith community. 

• Passionate Worship – Through Passionate Worship God draws people to Christ (many for the first time), deepens their  
understanding and relationship with Christ, and over time transforms lives as disciples grow in the image of Christ. 

• Intentional Faith Development – This practice means we offer high quality learning experiences that help people understand  
Scripture, faith, and life in the supportive nurture of caring relationships. 

• Risk-taking mission and service – Vibrant, fruitful, growing congregations push beyond ordinary service and everyday missions to 
offer extraordinary opportunities for life-changing engagement with people. 

• Extravagant Generosity – Practices of sharing and giving that exceed all expectations and extend to unexpected measures. It  
describes sacrifice and giving in service to God and neighbor. 

 
 

We believe as we practice our faith in these ways we become more like Christ in character and we accomplish our mission of making 
disciples more effectively. We want to help you take the next step in your journey as a disciple of Jesus Christ. If you would like more 
information or would like to schedule a time to talk to me or one of our staff leaders, please call the church office at 432-337-1527. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Terry 

D edicated 
church 

member, Mary 
Jane Malone, is 
another 
example of 
someone who 
lives out 
FUMC’s 
church mission 
statement of 
being an 
authentic 
follower of 
Jesus Christ to 
make “a 
difference in 
our church, 
community, 
and world.” 
  Mary Jane has 
shared her 

talent and love of sewing by participating for many 
years in the Interfaith Sewing Service.  She says she 
loves the quilting activity the most.  Interfaith 
Sewing Service began in 1967 as the result of a 
study on Affluence and Poverty done by some of the 
Methodist churches in Odessa. According to 
Interfaith Service Council records, sewing skills and 
literacy skills were offered to anyone in need. In the 
late 1970’s, the literacy program was absorbed into 
the Texas Adult Basic Education program, so only 

teaching sewing 
stills remains in 
this 49-year old 
outreach.  
  Mary Jane cites 
one example of a 
woman who 
learned to sew to 
make clothes for 
her family.  From 
that meager 
beginning, she was 
able to obtain a 
steady job as a 
seamstress at a 
local alterations 
shop.   
  Interfaith Sewing 
Service offers a 
place for those 
interested in sewing and quilting, of all skill levels, 
to meet and work together.  Beginners are welcome.  
The group meets at 910A S. Grant Street, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday when school is in session.  Sewing 
machines and some fabric are provided, but those 
who attend can also bring their own supplies and a 
sack lunch.  For more information, call Betty Morris 
at 362-1743 or Irma Rios at 333-4099. More than 
$250 was donated from the Shine On event.  
Donations of sewing material, equipment or cash are 
always welcome. 

At the Shine On women’s night 
out event, Mary Jane Malone is 
shown as she holds a quilt 
made by Interfaith Sewing 
Service members. The quilt 
was raffled off. 

Shine On Benefits Interfaith Sewing Service 

For 49-years, volunteers 
have taught local women 
sewing  skills at Interfaith 
Sewing Service.   
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THE Second phase of FAMILY MINISTRIES:  Elementary Students 

We exist to LOVE our neighbors...to make a difference in our church, community and world. 

ELEMENTARY :   
The Phase Where 
Families… 
 
Circle up for a weekly 
family devo time.  Nothing 
fancy, just set a time each 
week to read a sort Scripture 
together and talk about it. 
 
Invest in a few “family 
friends.”  Find some 
families with similar aged 
children and values and 
prioritize time for the 
whole family to hang out. 
 
Help your children 
establish a heart for 
the church.  Show 
them your heart for the 
church by serving at 
the church and calling 
it “our church home.” 

Family Ministry Lay Leaders Kelli Williams and Larry 
Johnson are seen in top picture as they team up on 

Sunday, January 31 to coordinate the Sunday 
School activities for the Elementary students.  Other 

team members serving to make a difference in our 
church are Shonna Estep, Connie Grewell, and 
Heather Kincaid.  Pictured are Joni Vincent and 

Gene Johnson from the Challengers Sunday 
 School Class. 

Family Ministry Save The Dates  

 
 
 

February 19 Date Night 
March  20  Children’s Easter Concert (4 years thru 5th Grade) 
March  27  Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School  (a ll ages) 
April 15  Date Night 
April 17  Blessing of the Bibles (3rd Graders) 
May 20  Date Night 
June 10-12 Summer Camp (2nd & 3rd Graders) 
July 11-15   Summer Camp (4th & 5th Graders) 
July 25—29 Vacation Bible School 
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Smiling Faces In The Crowd at Shine On 

Rev. Felicia  
Hopkins 

Tamara Stumpner 

The Shine On Team 

LIFE:  We exist to LOVE our neighbors, Invite them into a caring community of faith, where we grow together as authentic 
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J.T. Morgan and speaker  
Philip Dickerson, TDPW 

Smiling Faces In The Crowd at Men’s Wild Game Dinner 

our neighbors, Invite them into a caring community of faith, where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS  of Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED to make a difference in our church, community and world. 
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On Thursday, January 21, The Spice of Life group met and 
had a great time together. Russell Kimble, and Debra and 
Steve Meador prepared a wonderful meal that we were all so 
thankful for. Thanks to that wonderful trio who continue to 
bless us with their good cookin’! 
  Our birthday honorees for January were, Mozelle Lowe, 
Marsha Melton and Debra Meador. Marlene Moss made the 
lovely door prize which was a beautifully decorated Cross. 
Pastor Jody provided the program based on the theme, “First 
Things First.” 
  If you haven’t come to Spice of Life, please come join us 
next month and give us a try. I think you will enjoy the food 
and fellowship and be glad you came. We always meet in the 
Fellowship dining room, on the third Thursday of each month, 
11:30 – 1:00. Early arrivers are welcome and may be put to 
work. Blessings to you all ! 

               —Jody Wallin, Congregational Care Pastor 

Good Food and Fellowship Continues At Monthly Gathering 

Holy Baptism 

Proud parents Sara and Brad Dyrstad watch as Pastor 
Terry Tamplen baptizes their son, Maximilian.  
Grandparents, Terri and David Woodward, and Mary and 
Bill Dyrstad watch the joyful rite on Sunday, January 24, 
2016 during the Fellowship Worship Service. 

www.fumcodessa.org 
 

Look Up Church Activities On  
Our Website 

Scan this QRC (Quick Response Code) with your smart 
phone to link to the online giving page on our website.   
Use it to make contributions, donations, or to pay for 
registrations.  

 

Like Us On Facebook 
fumcodessa.org 

We Are Social...Facebook and the Web 

E-banking 
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In Memory of 
Roberta Bacon 

Given by 
Diana Choban 
Martha Gillilan 
Gail Jackson 

Odessa Duplicate Bridge Club 
Gloria & LaDoyce Lambert 

Jeanette Goldsberry 
Sarah Mueller 
Jenni Crowson 
Regina Shaw 

Betsy & Buzz Hurt 
8:00am Sunday School Class 
American Physics Society at 
Abilene Christian University 
Units 22,28; Provider Unit 22 
Lisa Cook & Provider Unit 18 

 
In Memory of  

Joe White 
Given by 

Lynda & Bill Fowler 
 

In Memory of  
Lucille Brown 

Given by 
Rowena Byrd 

Gloria & LaDoyce Lambert 
 
 

In Memory of  
Minnette “Minnie” Goodman 

Given by 
Lynda & Bill Fowler 

 
In Memory of 
Fred Sterling 

Given by 
Wednesday Night Small Group 

Cindy Fowler 
 

Food Pantry 
In Memory of 
Lucille Brown 

Given by  
Lura & Dick Sivalls 

 
In Memory of  

Minnette “Minnie” Goodman 
Given by 

Lura & Dick Sivalls 
 

In Memory of  
Ted Hogan 
Given by 

Lura & Dick Sivalls 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Clothes Closet  
In Memory of 

Minnette “Minnie” Goodman 
Given by 

Mary Jane & Gary Malone 
Corinne Costello 
In Memory of 
Roberta Bacon 

Given by 
Wesley Sunday School Class 

  
The Bridge 

In Memory of 
Joe White 
Given by 

Mary Jane & Gary Malone 
 

FUMC Music Program 
In Memory of  

Norma Mounts 
Given by 

Lura & Dick Sivalls 
 

�Memorials for January 8—February 2, 2016  

� 

� 

With Deepest Sympathy to: 
Bob Bacon on the death of his wife,  

Roberta Bacon 
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —at LBJ Elementary 
          6401 Amber Dr.        

 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement 
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,  

INVITE them into a caring community of faith,  
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of 

Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED  
to make a difference in our church, community and world. 

The Season of Lent at FUMC-Odessa 

 

February 10  Ash Wednesday service,  6:00 p.m. 
March 20      Palm Sunday, Children’s Choir 
March 24      Maundy Thursday, Seder Meal 
March 25      Holy Friday, Sanctuary Choir Requiem 
March 27      Resurrection Sunday,  
        Children’s Easter Egg hunt during Sunday School 


