
 

Cultivating Christ’s Presence in Our Congregation 

May  2016 Volume 14, Issue 5 

CULTIVATOR 
 

The Celebrate Recover Praise Team leads another 
worship service during the weekly Monday evening 
Program.  May 3 marks the third year this Christ-
centered recovery program has been active at our 
church.  Hundreds of people have been helped by 
the dozen CR trained leaders.  This outreach 
ministry is for anyone with “a hurt, hang-up, or habit 
of any kind.”  The 7:00-9:00 p.m. meeting includes a 
simple meal, inspirational praise and worship, 
followed by group discussion sessions. For more 
information, contact Congregational Care Pastor 
Jody Wallin (jody@fumcodessa.org). 

Three Years + Two Ministries = Hundreds Of  Differences In 
Our Church, Our Community, and Our World 

The Bridge Receives Substantial Support From New Mexico Conference 
Church Council member 
Larry Hackleman, 
Building Trustee Chair 
Chas Weatherby and The 
Bridge’s Rev. Donnie 
Williams are pictured at a 
recent meeting with The 
Bridge construction team. 
The church leaders are 
seen meeting with 
representatives of 
Parkhill-Cooper 
Architects and Mid-Tex 
Construction, as they finalize site plans.  Good news from the New Mexico Conference was 
received recently, with a check for $100,000 to be spent for city-mandated curb and gutter at the 
20-acre site.  This latest financial support for the ‘new church plant’ is in addition to $50,000 
given three years ago to purchase the ‘church-in-a-box’ kit.  The Bridge is still awaiting for the 
green light from the city to begin construction at the Grandview and Yukon location in north 
Odessa.  The Bridge continues to meet at LBJ Elementary and has an average attendance 150 
people. 

Senior Sunday  
& Blessing of the Bibles 

For 3rd-5th graders 
May 22 

Senior�Gala�
Wednesday�May�18�

6pm�Student�Ministry�Center�
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Every United Methodist can be part of General 
Conference 2016 
  Not every United 
Methodist will be 
a delegate to 
General 
Conference, but 
that does not 
mean that you 
cannot participate 
in all that is happening May 10-20, 2016, in 
Portland, Oregon. General Conference is the global 
gathering of The United Methodist Church, and 
there are plenty of ways for you to be involved. 
  Prayer/ Pray with a group:  Praying for 
delegates, bishops, speakers, and all those who lead 
and attend the General Conference sessions is a 
powerful way to participate. Pray for God to guide 
the General Conference’s decisions, for Christ to 
lead us into the future, and for the Holy Spirit to 
empower us to go on toward perfection in our love 
of God and one another. 
  Personalize your prayers by lifting up the 
delegates and leaders from your Annual Conference 
by name. Consider also writing a note or email, 
letting them know you are praying for them. 
Delegates 
Sidney G. Strebeck (DI); Farmer, Rancher, 
Developer;  PO Box 1676, Clovis, NM 88102 
Eduardo Rivera (GA); Clergy; 1810 View Ct.,  
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
Reserves 
Susan M. Brumbaugh; Criminal Justice Researcher; 
7619  Calhoun Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 

Scott Alan Sharp; Clergy; 
201 University Blvd. NE, 
Albuquerque,  NM 87106 
  The Upper Room has 
created 60 Days of Prayer 
for General Conference 
2016.  You can sign up to 
receive the daily meditations 
and prayer prompts by email 
at 60daysofprayer.org. 
  Bookmark the website/
Watch the live stream.  
GC2016.UMC.org is the 
source for everything about 
General Conference 2016.  
  Get the app. General Conference 2016 has a 
mobile device application available in your app 
store (Google Play | iTunes).  
  Follow on social media. Follow 
UMCGeneralConference on Facebook, @UMCGC 
on Twitter, and umcgc on Instragram for stories, 
photos, videos, and links. Use the official hashtag of 
General Conference 2016, #UMCGC, on any social 
media platform to join and follow. One of the easier 
ways to follow #UMCGC will be available at 
GC2016.UMC.org. 
  Keep up with specific legislation. If you are 
interested in a specific piece of legislation, possibly 
one submitted by your congregation or annual 
conference, you can track it on a webpage in the 
General Conference section of UMC.org. 

Be In Touch With The General Conference Of  Methodists 

Thank You for supporting our Youth Ministry’s Stock Sales.  The recent 
phone-a-thon raises funds for these very active students to grow 

spiritually and in community at summer camp.  Twenty-four students will go to Camp Glorieta, June 12-18.  Then summer 
missions will “Impact Odessa by taking a three-day VBS to West Odessa; helping with FUMC VBS; and other community 
outreaches.  Contact the church office if you would like to a youth to contact you regarding a stock sale.   

Students Successful Gaining Support For Summer “Growth” 
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A Call To Prayer and Self Denial:     
Women at work:  The objective this year 
is that United Methodist Women members 
will know the impact of their giving, 
experience a creative way of interpreting 
blessedness in their own lives, and be able 
to interpret the legacy of ministry of 
justice and empowerment with women, children and 
youth. 
   Patsy Rushing, Wanda Shugart, AnEll Crudup, Fae 
Jones and Gene Johnson read the stories of Mary 
(mother of Jesus), Elizabeth (mother of John the 
Baptist), Mary (Lazarus sister), Martha (Mary and 
Lazarus sister), and Mary Magdalene. 
   These women faced a multitude of challenges, turned 
those challenges into blessings, and laid a foundation 
for the women of today.  Deaconesses, Home 
Missioners, Missionaries, and staff of mission 
institutions continue the legacy created by the United 
Methodist Women.  Methodist Women heard sacred 
stories and responded with faith, hope, and love in 
action. 
   Their Purpose:  The organized unit of United 
Methodist Women shall be a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 
 

   The Vision:  Turning Faith, Hope, and 
Love into action on behalf of women, 
children and youth around the world. 
   Living the Vision:  We provide 
opportunities and resources to grow 
spiritually, become more deeply rooted in 
Christ and put faith into action.  We are 

organized for growth, with flexible structures leading 
to effective witness and action.  We equip women and 
girls around the world to be leaders in communities, 
agencies, workplaces, governments, and churches.  We 
work for justice through compassionate service and 
advocacy to change unfair policies and systems.  We 
provide educational experiences that lead to personal 
change in order to transform the world. 
   In 2013, our Call to Prayer and Self -Denial offerings 
funded the program: Empowering Women and Youth 
in Georgia: Fighting Poverty 
   In 2016, our Call to Prayer and Self -Denial offerings 
will support programs that empower women to gain the 
resources they need to earn a living wage and care for 
themselves and their loved ones. 
   Our next monthly meeting will be May 12th in the 
Fellowship Center.  The program will be by Fae Jones's 
son, Paul Jones and his wife on the missionary work 
they are doing. 
Please join us for our Mothers Day Tea 
May 8 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the 
Parlor. 
 Blessings,  Marsha Melton 

Parent’s Night Out More Fun With Mutant Ninja Turtle 

The Family 
Ministry’s Parent’s 
Night Out 
continues to grow 
in popularity.  The 
parents enjoy 
several hours to 
themselves.  But 
most important, the 
kids love the many 
activities in and 
around the main 
church campus.  A 
real-live, big, green 
Mutant Ninja Turtle 
provided lots of 
entertainment and thrills to 17 children during the most recent Night Out.  The next 
PNO is set for May 20, 6-8:30 p.m., call church office before May 18th. 
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I nstead of the traditional Vacation Bible School of 
five consecutive days,  this year, VBS begins on 

Tuesday, June 21, 
continuing on Tuesday 
nights for five weeks, 
ending on July 19.  
Sessions are from 6:00 – 
8:30 p.m. 
  According to 
Discipleship Pastor 
Karin Carlson,  the 
change in time--and 
dates--for this year’s Vacation Bible School is two-
fold.  First of all, volunteering one night a week makes 
for a healthier volunteer base.  Psalm 139:23-24  
Secondly, all of the fantastic decorations for this 
year’s theme of Submerged, Finding Truth Below The 
Surface, will adorn the church’s walls and halls and 
Fellowship worship center for two months, which will 
brighten the area for an extended time.  Everyone who 

comes to the main campus will see and enjoy the 
theme. 

 Pastor Karin says 
another benefit of the 
extended VBS is the 
coordination of the 
scriptures that the 
students study each 
week and the scriptures 
that Lead Pastor Terry 
Tamplen integrates into 
his sermon series during 

that time. Pastor   Karin praises the Family Ministry 
leadership team for continuing to provide quality time 
for our church family’s kids.  The Tuesday night VBS 
will be another open invitation to others to come join 
us.  Contact Pastor Karin, Karin@fumcodessa.org to 
find out how you can serve.  We are preparing now for 
a super summer for children and families. 

Time for Vacation Bible School…and The Times, They Are A Changin’ 
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On Saturday, March 5, the Ector County Independent 
School District recognized and honored Don Wright, by 

naming and dedicating the Don Wright Field Events Venue 
at Ratliff Stadium. Don worked for ECISD for 40 years.  He 

has been an integral part of the West Texas Relays since 
1962 and has served as a track official for the UIL State 

Track and Field meet since 1982.  Don officiates or is the 
meet director for numerous track and field meets around 

the area including the Regional and Area meets.   
  Don is a dedicated member of our church, having cooked 

many a meal for many events.   
  Don is pictured in the center, surrounded by his daughters 

and their families.  

Making A Difference In Our Church, Community, And World 

Members of the Ladies’ Wednesday Bible Study are seen 
wrapped in God’s love as they wear Pray Shawls knitted by a 
class member.  The shawls were a special element of a moving 
celebration of the end of their study of prayer, based on the 
movie “War Room.”  Pastor Terry and Pastor  Karin shared 
communion with this group of women who have met every 
Wednesday for more than 15 years.  Please go to our 
fumcodessa.org FaceBook for more photos. 

Madeline Duncan recently 
made a perfect score in 

the State Bible Drill, 
answering 24 questions 

correctly. Bible Drill 
involves students from 

elementary through high 
school.  “Drillers” must 

locate books and 
memorize predetermined 

verses from the ESV bible, 
as well locate 10 important 

passages in the bible.  
Such as, the Driller must 

know that “The Crucifixion” 
refers to John 19 and must 

locate the passage in 10 seconds. Drillers are not 
competing against each other, instead they are 

focused on their own knowledge of the bible.  
Madeline says she likes knowing the verses 

because it helps her to remember them in difficult 
times.  Madeline puts her faith into action at our 

church by being involved in many activities.  She is 
the daughter of Amanda and William Duncan, and 

big sis to Grayson.  

The April 11th Odessa American featured the 
accomplishments of Boy Scout Patrick Lucas.  
Patrick is a member of our Troop 91. He is pictured 
with some of the U.S and Texas flags that he helped 
raise funds to provide through the new Edward K 
Downing Elementary. As part of his Eagle Scout 
project, he helped to put together the memorial wall 
in honor of Mr. Downing, who was a long-time 
educator in ECISD.  He has exceeded the Eagle 
Scout requirement of 21 merit badges having earned 
49. Patrick is the son of Paul Lucas and Carole Buhr. 
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The April Spice of Life program was given by Jody 
Wallin on the Effects of Child Abuse & Neglect, and 
Human Trafficking. Emotional and sexual child 
abuse, child neglect, and physical child abuse were 
among the types of abuse.  Jody spoke about being 
pro-active on recognizing, preventing, and reporting 
child abuse.  He also spoke about being aware of 
Human Trafficking.  This program was on a more  
serious subject than usual, but keeping everyone 
better informed helps to take a step in prevention and 
reporting of these serious matters. 

A very special birthday boy was 
honored at Spice Of Life.  Pastor 
Jody holds the birthday cake for 
95-year old Eddie Gilbeau. 

The Brown Bag Bible Study is another long-time ministry of our 
church.  The group of dedicated students meets every Monday 
12:00-1:00 in the Resource Room. 
  As the name suggests, it is most appropriate to bring your lunch, 
if you want.  The gospel of Matthew is the current topic of 
study.  Congregational Care Pastor Jody Wallin adds to the study 
by reading William Barclays interpretation of each chapter.  If you 
are looking for a lunch time study, try this one out! 

Brown Bag Offers Food For Your Soul  



Page 7 FirstUMC-ODESSA CULTIVATOR 

�April Memorials  
 

In Memory of  
Rose Bailey 
Given by 

Johnnie & Hugh Williams 
 

Children’s Clothes Closet 
In Memory of  

Michael Clemmer 
Given by  

Smith Commercial Properties 

 
 
 

Honoraria  
In Honor of 
Jim Findley 

For his work on the stairs, rails, 
and beautiful cross in the 

Fellowship Center 
From The Worship Team 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

Seven Weeks Beginning June 8 

Wednesday 9:30-11 a.m.  

Fellowship Center 

Kick-off lunch May 25 11:30-1:00 pm—Chapel 

*Bring a Salad     Books $13 

All day, every day, an 
invisible war rages around 
you — unseen, unheard, 
yet felt throughout every 
aspect of your life. A 
devoted, devilish enemy 
seeks to wreak havoc on 
everything that matters to 
you: your heart, your 
mind, your marriage, your children, your 
relationships, your resilience, your 
dreams, your destiny.   
  But his battle plan depends on 
catching you unaware and unarmed. If 

you're tired of being pushed 
around and caught with your 
guard down, this study is for 
you. 
  The enemy always fails 
miserably when he meets a 
woman dressed for the 
occasion. The Armor of God, 
more than merely a biblical 

description of the believer's inventory, is 
an action plan for putting it on and 
developing a personalized strategy to 
secure victory. 

How The Enemy Always Fails When He Meets 
A Woman Dressed For The Occasion 

THE ARMOR OF GOD: 

Love Is: 
 A scriptural look at loving community, God & 

yourself 
8-Week Women’s Bible Study 

June 6-August 1 
Mondays 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Room 102 
Childcare available 

Facilitator:  Holly Stallcup 

Submerged Adult Study 
 Tuesdays 6:30-8:00 pm 

June 21-July 19 
“VBS Scripture Bible Study” 
Facilitator:  Larry Johnson 
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —at LBJ Elementary 
          6401 Amber Dr.        

 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement 
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,  

INVITE them into a caring community of faith,  
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of 

Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED  
to make a difference in our church, community and world. 

Summer Fun Begins      Sign up NowSummer Fun Begins      Sign up NowSummer Fun Begins      Sign up Now   
www.fumcodessa.orgwww.fumcodessa.orgwww.fumcodessa.org   

Information Meeting  
Sunday, May 15   5:00 p.m. 

Student Ministry Center 
Contact Pastor Karin  432-553-0524 


