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Rites Of  Passage 

Student Pastor Shane Branecky shares 
happy smiles and big hugs with the 

graduating class of 2015.  Shane 
encouraged the students to find a small 
group and a church to attend wherever 

they go. The students were honored with a 
dinner in the church plaza on Sunday, May 

24.  Everyone in FUMC-Odessa echo 
Student Ministry pitched in to serve the 

delicious meal catered by Yana’s 
Restaurant.  Bibles were presented to the 

graduates.   The evening was made 
special with each family gathering to 

surround the grads in 
prayer.  Students honored 

include Megan Carlson, 
Madison Estep, Ally Lucas, 

Mason Marshall, and JD 
Salazar.   Please turn to 

page 5 for family pictures 
of the students.  

Mason Marshall, Youth Pastor Shane Branecky stand Mason Marshall, Youth Pastor Shane Branecky stand Mason Marshall, Youth Pastor Shane Branecky stand 
behind Megan Carlson, Madison Estep, JD Salazar behind Megan Carlson, Madison Estep, JD Salazar behind Megan Carlson, Madison Estep, JD Salazar 
during the Senior Dinner.during the Senior Dinner.during the Senior Dinner.   

echo Student Ministry students are echo Student Ministry students are echo Student Ministry students are    
eager to serve.eager to serve.eager to serve.   Yana’s owners set out appetizers.Yana’s owners set out appetizers.Yana’s owners set out appetizers.   

Parents, grandparents and friends packed the sanctuary on Friday, May 22 for the 
2015 graduation ceremony of the Children’s Center.  The joyful program included 
songs by each class.  These grads are ready to begin kindergarten thanks to the 
excellent training provided by this important outreach. 

Children’s Center Graduation 
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Join the women of First United Methodist Church Ode ssa as we 
begin our new study on the book Undaunted by Christine Caine! 
This 6 week life-
transforming study is 
about how to overcome 
the trials, wrong turns, 
and often painful 
circumstances we all 
experience, and how to 
grow from those 
experiences and be 
equipped and empowered 
to help others. Christine 
Caine's personal stories 
will inspire you and dare 

you to do what God calls you to do. Each of us poss esses all it takes to bring hope, 
create change, and live completely for Christ. 
 
And don’t forget to bring a friend because everythi ng is more fun with a girlfriend! 

Be THE LOVE. Be THE HOPE. Be THE CHANGE 
that this world needs. Session titles include: 

1. The CALL 
2. Be the LOVE 
3. Be the HOPE 

4. Be the CHANGE 
5. The CHALLENGE 

Church member 
Larry Johnson led 
the recent men’s 
bible study, Stepping 
Up.  Larry says he 
did so, hoping that 
the study would 
“encourage our 
younger men to 
recognize their 
responsibilities to 
take leadership 
within the church, 
community and their 
family.”   

  As a member, Larry is active in the 
sanctuary choir, Cornerstone Sunday 
School class, serving on church 
committees, all-round volunteer, and bible 
study leader.  Bible studies are important to 
Larry because “every good leader 
recognizes that new blood is required to 
replace themselves. We must mentor and 
encourage at every opportunity.”   

Bible Studies Provide Path To Following Jesus 

SUMMER  LADIES BIBLE  STUDY  
Mondays 6:30 pm   Room 102 

Wednesdays 9:30 am   Fellowship Center 
 

Beginning June 8th 
Please reserve child care by June 4th. 

432.337.1527 
Www.fumcodessa.org  
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The Mosaic Class  
gathered at the West 

Texas Food Bank on April 
15 to  help with Food 2 

Kids.  Class members and 
their kids helped sack food 
bags for school children to 

take home so they will 
have meals during the 

weekends.  The Mosaic 
Class participates in at 

least two community 
outreaches a year, and 

exploring more 
opportunities as the class 

continues to grow.    
Mosaic Class working at Food Bank, 

April 15, 2015 

T hree years ago, church member Karin 
Carlson listened to the whispering in 

her ear to change from physical education 
professor to filling the newly created 
position of Discipleship and Outreach 
Pastor for our church.  The full-time 
position was created at the 
recommendation of consultant Bill Easum 
to take our church to the next level of 
having a true discipleship culture as part 
the core of what it means to be a member 
at FUMC-Odessa.  In that short time, 
through her vision and encouragement, all 
of us have opportunities to be trained to 
serve within the church and/or through 
community outreaches. 
  In her “spare” time, Karin continues to 
study via on-line classes with Asbury 
Theological Seminary to achieve becoming a ordained 
deacon.   
  It is in that capacity as a certified candidate for 
ordination that she has received her first appointment 
by the New Mexico United Methodist Church 
conference.  Beginning July 1, Karin will pastor 
Mackey Chapel-UMC.  Karin’s bi-vocational 
ministerial position allows her to continue to be full-
time employee at our church, with the Sunday 

morning services at Mackey being 
an opportunity to hone her 
preaching skills and minister to the 
small, but faithful congregation at 
Mackey Chapel.  Mackey Chapel is 
located at 306 West Clements.  For 
75 years, it has served the needs of 
its neighborhood, but the 
congregation is too small to support 
a full-time minister.   
  Karin’s appointment is for one 
year.  Karin says, “This is a fabulous 
opportunity in the discernment 
process of ordination.  We all have 
spiritual gifts and two of mine are 
teaching and preaching.  One of the 
best ways I can lead in discipleship 
is for me to use my gifts, talents and 

interests.  I love serving…’the towel-and-basin’ kind 
of serving… Christ-like servant leadership.  I thank 
my family, friends and FUMC congregation for their 
accountability, support and prayers.”  Serving as 
Karin’s spiritual leader through her journey, Lead 
Pastor Terry Tamplen says “I am thrilled for her 
because it’s her first step of her dream to pastor a 
small church.” 

Bi-Vocational Appointment 

Karin is pictured here during 
a Christmas Eve candlelight 
service.  
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For her baptism on April 19, 
Claire Brown chose to have 
holy water poured over her 
during the Traditional worship 
service.  Pastor Terry Tamplen 
is shown blessing Claire as 
her parents, James and Dana 
Brown look on.  Claire is active 
in Bounce and serves as part 
of the A-Team by being an 
acolyte. 

Holy Baptisms and New Members 

Aaron Wood and his children, 
Claire and Christian were baptized 

during the Fellowship worship 
service on May 3.  On that same 

Sunday, Aaron and his wife Tiffany 
joined our church.  They cite the 

Children’s Center as the reason for 
coming to FUMC-Odessa.   

Claryssa Simmons was  
baptized by immersion on 
April 19, in the Fellowship 
Service.  She is pictured 

here with Pastor Terry and  
Student Pastor Shane  
Branecky.  She is the  

daughter of Cristi Simmons.  Camille Diane Vanley, 
daughter of Shay and 
Jeremiah Vanley, is  
baptized in the  
Fellowship Service on 
April 26.   

Aaron and Tiffany Wood along with Celeste and Robert 
Dale joined FUMC on May 3 in the Fellowship Service.  
Celeste and Robert are Tiffany’s parents. 

On May 3 in the Traditional Service, Pastor 
Terry welcomed new members, Doak  
Huddleston, who joined by Profession of 
Faith, and Janice and Carroll Chowning, 
who joined by transfer of membership. 

�� 

�� 

�� 

�� 

�� 
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JD Salazar 
� Permian High School  
� Plans to attend Odessa 

College 
� Favorite memory: Going 

to Camp Glorieta 
 
     Pictured with brother 
     Luis, mother Riaza, 
     cousin Jhorwin and  
     sisters Daniela and 
     Alexandra 

Senior Class of  2015 

Madison Estep 
� Midland Classical Academy 
� Plans to attend West Texas A&M to major 

in Child Psychology 
� Favorite memory:  Spending time camping 

with my Dad for Indian Princesses. 
� Favorite scripture:  I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me. —
Philippians 4:13 
 

      Pictured with brother Mitch and parents 
      Shonna and Shane Estep 

Megan Carlson 
� Permian High School  
� Plans to attend Hardin-Simmons University to 

major in Biology  
� Favorite memory: Haiti Mission trip; 2015 District 

4th place! 
� Favorite scripture: But those who hope in the Lord 

will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not be faint.  —Isaiah 40:31 

      Pictured with parents Jim and Karin Carlson 

Mason Marshall 
� Permian High School  
� Plans to attend Odessa College and Texas Tech to 

major in Chemistry 
� Career: Pharmacist 
� Favorite memory: Playing in a bog with friends on a 

trip 
� Role models:  Mom and Grandmother 

Pictured with sister Karalyn and mother Julie Marshall  

Ally Lucas 
� Permian High 

School 
� Favorite 

saying:  The 
only way out of 
the labyrinth of 
suffering is to 
forgive. 
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  Spice Of Life is 
always special, but 
the month of May 
was even more so 
with the program 

entitled “In Thanks for 
Sacrifices,” presented by 
Congregational Care Pastor 
Jody Wallin.  We ended the 
program by having everyone 
who served in the Armed 
Forces tell us what branch of 
service they were in and 
where they served. As always 
we invite our Senior Citizens 
to come and bring a friend to Spice of Life. Be sure to register with the office prior to the meeting that 
occurs on the third Thursday of each month.  The next meeting is June 18.  
   A very special Thank You to Pastor Terry for presenting the program in April while Peggy and I were 
on a fun vacation in the Austin, Fredericksburg area of Texas.  And yes, the flowers were fantastic this 
year!    Our two May birthday gal’s were Mary Lu Shaw and Fae Jones, and our April Birthday was 
celebrated by Bob Winn. 
Jody Wallin  
Congregational Care Pastor  

Jody Wallin holds the birthday cake 
for Mary Lu Shaw and Fae Jones 

Bob Winn celebrated his  
birthday in April with  

Pastor Terry 

  Summer 8–Week  Bible Study:  In his book, Adam Hamilton presents a 
welcoming, inspiring vision of eight Christian denominations and faith traditions. 
Comparing the Christian family to our own extended families, he contends that each 
denomination has a unique, valuable perspective to offer on the Christian faith. 
  The traditions he examines are Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Lutheranism, 
Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, Baptists, Pentecostalism, and Methodism. For each 
group, Hamilton gives a brief history, outlines major beliefs, and describes some 
things we can learn from that tradition to strengthen our own Christian faith.  

Beginning June 10 
Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm - Room 102   
432.337.1527 or www.fumcodessa.org 

MOTHER’S DAY was marked by having young mother’s and their children help serve 
communion during the Traditional worship service.  Ashley Capellini with daughter Blair, and 
Tamara Stumpner are pictured serving communion together. 
The United Methodist Women honored mothers with their traditional tea in the parlor.  A table 
full of delicious treats was adorned with a beautiful flower arrangement.     
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In Memory of  
Ruth Searls 

Given by 
Sherry & Richard Buck 

 
Momentum Campaign 

In Memory of  
Leah Cicio 
Given by 

Tammy & Tommy Hawkins 
 

Children’s Clothes Closet 
In Memory of  
Dan Tannahill 

Given by 
Wesley Sunday School Class 

 
In Memory of  

Mildred Bridwell 
Given by 

Wesley Couples Class 
 

In Memory of  
Lady Hawkins  

Given by 
Wesley Couples Class 

 

In Memory of  
Dorothy Fouche 

Given by 
Lynn & Randy Correa 

 
FUMC Youth Ministries 

In Memory of  
Leah Cicio 
Given by 

Ellen & Trey Thompson 
 

In Memory of 
Leah Cicio 
Given by 

Shirley & Ken Gregg 

The Bridge 
In Memory of  

Leah Cicio 
Given by 

Jo & Mike Forrest 
 

FUMC Choir Fund 
In Memory of  
Lady Hawkins 

Given by 
Mary Lu Shaw 

�Memorials for April & May � 

With Sympathy 
 

To Celeste and Robert Dale  
For the loss of Robert’s aunt 

Pearl Wells 
�� 

To Tammy and Tommy Hawkins 
for the loss of Tommy’s mother  

Lady Hawkins 
�� 

To Jean Heggemeier  
For the loss of her brother 

Dan Tannahill 

We Celebrate New Baby 
James Greg Bowen 

April 21, 2015  
Proud Parents are Lacy and Ramey Bowen 

Birthdays
Are

Listed
on
Web:


fumcodessa.org


Click
on
‘About
Us’

Then
Click
on
‘Monthly
Birthdays’


100 Pairs Of Shoes  
are headed from our 

church to India 

The recent Walk To Jerusalem was a 
‘virtual’ walk from Odessa to the Holy 
City as a Lenten study for participants.  
A tangible component to the walk was 
the request by Discipleship Pastor 
Karin Carlson for members to donate 
walking shoes to be sent to the FUMC-
Odessa sponsored orphanage in TM 
Valley, India.  More than 100 pairs of 
shoes will be boxed up and sent to 
missionary Arthur Raj.  Way to go, 
church!!! 
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Enjoy The Cultivator Online 

415 N. Lee      
Odessa, TX  79761 

First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —at LBJ Elementary 
          6401 Amber Dr.        

 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement 
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,  

INVITE them into a caring community of faith,  
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of 

Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED  
to make a difference in our church, community and world. 

VBSVBSVBS   Pre K-5th 

Volunteers Needed 

Contact Tyler Press 

Save These Summer Dates For Your Kids  

7/12—7/18 


