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Covenant Box Handcrafted With Loving Hands

Bring A Friend This Sunday
8:00 AM Adult Bible Class
9:00 AM Traditional Worship
—Sanctuary

10:00 AM Sunday School, all ages
10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,
—at LBJ Elementary
6401 Amber Dr.

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship
—Fellowship Center

First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.”
The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission
Statement
We exist for LIFE…
To Love others, Invite them to join us as we Follow
Christ, who Empowers us to make a difference.

Joe Williams poses with
church receptionist Susan
Henry and administrative
assistant Sylvia Watts as he
presents the Covenant Box
he created for the
Committed To Christ
worship series. Each
Sunday, members will sign
commitment cards and
place in the covenant box.
The commitment cards and
the commitments they
represent are the heart of
the program. Joe used pine
to make the box. The
United Methodist flame was created with red cedar. The cross is the opening in which the commitment cards will
be placed into the container. Joe said he leaned a lot making the box and it is very meaningful to him to have it
used by all of us as we strengthen our commitment to Christ. The Covenant Box will be placed in front of the altar
each Sunday during the series in each service.
Jim Carlson and Steve Riley have accepted the leadership role of Co-Stewards of the Committed
To Christ program. Here is an excerpt of the letter they mailed to each church family.

Children’s Pastor April
Cole is very excited about
the new logo created for
Foundation Kids, the new
curriculum for our
children.
It graphically shows the
message of helping
children grow from infancy
to youth, based on the
firm foundation of
1 Corinthians 3:11—
For no one can lay any
foundation other than the
one already laid, which is
Jesus Christ.

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus
Christ?
What does the Lord expect of me?
What “holy habits” should I cultivate in my life
For six Sundays beginning in October, our entire
church family is invited to enter a season of decision
and commitment toward the goal of becoming fully
devoted disciples of Jesus Christ. The theme will be
Committed to Christ: Six Steps to a Generous Life.
Each Sunday will emphasize a different area of
faithful Christian discipleship: prayer, Bible reading,
worship, witness, financial giving, and service.
We are excited to join you on your spiritual journey
during the Committed to Christ . Every church
member was mailed a devotional book to facilitate
growth in the Christian life, and can be used within
family settings.
To celebrate what God is doing here at FUMC, the
program will culminate in a special Ministry
Celebration Sunday, when all the ministries of the
church will be lifted up in One Service at 10 a.m. in
the Sanctuary on November 20th with a celebratory
lunch following.

May God bless each of us as we commit together to
become a fully devoted disciple of Jesus Christ.
Grace,
Jim Carlson
Steve Riley
Co-Stewards of Committed to Christ Program

For convenience, the 40 Devotions For A Generous Life
will be posted daily on Facebook at fumcodessa.org
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What's going on at
Celebrate Recovery for October?
Every Monday at 6:30 in Student Ministry Building
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31

LESSON – Inventory
Step 4: We make a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves:
"Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord." Lamentations 3:40
Testimony by members of Celebrate Recovery: hear a messages of hope and courage
LESSON - Spiritual Inventory Part 1
Principle 4: Openly examine and confess my faults to myself, to God, and to someone I
trust. "Happy are the pure in Heart." Matthew 5:8
Testimony by members of Celebrate Recovery: listen to those who truly understand
Group Covered dish supper: fun, fellowship, and good food
LESSON - Spiritual Inventory Part 2
Principle 4: Think about it "Search me, O God, and know my heart: test my thoughts.
Point out anything you find in me that makes you sad, and lead me along the path of
everlasting life." Psalm 139:23-24

Spice Of Life
Spice of Life celebrated Patriot Day (Sept 11) which is the day
the US remembers the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. It is
|believed that 2,977 people died in the attacks. President George W. Bush
proclaimed September 11th Patriot Day in 2002.
A few facts that were discussed about Patriot Day:
 On September 11th, US Flags should be flown at half mast- both on
US soil and abroad.
 A moment of silence is held at 8:46 a.m. (EST) across the nation commemorating the time the first plane struck the North Tower of the September birthday boy Paul
Janssen is pictured here with
World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.
 The National September 11 Memorial and Museum takes up over half Jody Wallin.
of the destroyed World Trade Center site. It contains bronze parapets inscribed with the names of
those killed on September 11, 2001 and those killed in the 1993 World Trade Center attack.
 A way we can show our support is to attend a 9/11 Memorial Service and show support for local
police and firemen.
Operating/Ministry Budget
Update
as of September 30
We are 75% of the way through the year
and we have received 65% of the funds
we will require to fulfill this year’s
operating and ministry budget.

New Outreach To Veterans: Celebrate Recovery team members Linda and Gary Jefferson
pose with a veteran at the Chris Kyle memorial statue in Odessa. On October 15, Celebrate
Recovery will have a table at the Veterans Benefit at Midland College. Working with
veterans is a natural outreach for the Celebrate Recovery Team. Celebrate Recovery is a
Christ-centered recovery ministry for anyone with ‘a hurt, hang-up, or habit of any kind.’

Youth Ministry
Keep Calm and
Attend Sunday School

Friday, October 21

Come join our youth as they go
through the life of Christ each
Sunday at 10am. The last Sunday
of every month, they chill at
McDonalds on 8th St.
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Your faithfulness in giving is always
appreciated. If you are willing and able,
would you prayerfully consider helping
us close this gap?
Thank you, Pastor Terry Tamplen

Church Charge
Conference

Monday, October 24
Noon in Chapel

The Charge Conference is
the yearly report to the
District Superintendent of
our church’s activities.
All members are
welcome to attend.

RSVP 337.1527

Memorials for October 2016 
In Memory of
Clay Wood
Given by
Betsy Triplett-Hurt & Buzz Hurt
In Memory of
Louise & Clay Wood
Given by
Mike Withrow
The Bridge Building Fund
In Memory of
Clay Wood
Given by
Janet Lawrence
In Memory of
Paul Harnden
Given by
Barbara & Rick Browning

Children’s Clothes Closet
In Memory of
Paul Harnden
Given by
Jo & Mike Forrest
In Memory of
Paul Harnden
Given by
Nancy & William Stewart
FUMC Youth Ministries
In Memory of
Zachary Paul Smith
Given by
Susie Williams
Samaritans By Grace
In Memory of
Doyle Weatherby
Given by
Wednesday Small Group

Captivating is a wonderful, challenging and
inspiring Bible study, according to three of the
women participating in the class. Sarah
Drystad, Heather Kincaid, and Amanda Allen
are shown at a recent class. Amanda says
she has learned many good and helpful things
from the study that have helped her face some
trying times. The message of Captivating is
that God comes as the hero of every woman’s
story, to rescue your heart and release you to
live as a fully alive and feminine woman.

UMW Focuses On Four Corners Native American Ministry

D

orothy
Gibson
presented our
program for the
United Methodist
Women this
month on the Four
Corners Native American
Ministry. Representing
Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, and Colorado
Every year Dorothy begins reminding us that
it is time to gather gloves, mittens, caps, head
bands, and scarves to get them ready to send
to the Shiprock New Mexico United
Methodist Church. So this time every year our
Odessa UMW along with our FUMC
congregation donate these items. This is one of
our yearly projects mission.
Shiprock-United Methodist Church serves the
community for their many needs. Some
churches are very far away from the
communities. The Navajo Nations have
counseling services, day care, and thrift shops

included in their ministries. Dorothy
sends the gloves, mittens, caps, head
bands, and scarves out before
Thanksgiving each ear. When they
reach Shiprock-UMC they are passed
out to the pastors in the area, which
include approximately 15 churches. They have
a Christmas program and at the program they
give each child a gift bag which includes the
items that we have sent. Winters are very
difficult on the Navajo reservation. They are so
thankful every year for all our prayers and
donations that our church and our UMW send
to them. This is a history of the number of
items that have been sent:
2011 72
2012 160
2013 174
2014 219
2015 219
They send a letter of appreciation every year
thanking us for helping their community.—
Marsha Melton
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Here are the results of the questionnaire completed by 220 members from the
Traditional and Fellowship worship services. The questions/answers provide a
baseline for the Committed to Christ series of sermons. The questions parallel the
six steps to a generous life: daily prayer, Bible reading, faithful worship attendance,
witnessing, financial gifts to the 10% tithe, and serving in Jesus’ name.

CHRIST

More than 40 people are enrolled in the 24–week long Disciple Bible Study. Members
of the 6pm Wednesday group are shown here. The Disciple Fast Track helps busy
people encounter the Bible
in order togoing
grow in faith.
What's
on Family
at Ministry Pastor, Karin
Carlson emphasizes the importance of developing the habit of daily reading of
Celebrate Recovery for
October?
Scripture.
The study aims
at
transformation,
Every Monday at 6:30 in Student Ministry Buildingcalling
on you to submit yourself
to examination by
Scripture, to put yourself
under the power of God’s
Word, and to be changed
by God’s Word. At the
end of the study, you will
understand the flow of the
whole Bible and how it
all fits together.
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Are you a committed follower and disciple of Jesus Christ?
No, I do not think I have accepted Jesus Christ. O
No, but maybe someday.
4
No, but I want to with all my heart. 2
Yes, I have accepted Jesus Christ. 146
Yes, and someday I will be ready for an even closer walk. 99
Do you pray?
No, I have never prayed. 2
Yes, but only when facing difficult circumstances 10
Yes, I pray about once a week, usually in worship.
32
Yes, I pray five times a week. 56
Yes, I have a daily prayer routine that I carry out faithfully. 62
Yes, and I will continue to grow in my daily prayer life. 97
Do you read the Bible?
No, I have never read the Bible. 4
No, I don’t read the Bible, but I want to with all my heart. 11
I used to, but I don’t anymore. 20
Yes, I read the Bible sometimes. 90
Yes, I read the Bible frequently. 74
Yes, I read the Bible on a daily basis. 35
Do you support the Lord’s church by attending worship?
I attend worship about three to six times a year. 4
I attend worship about once a month. 8
I attend worship about twice a month. 13
I attend worship about three times a month. 81
I attend worship about four times a month. 84
I almost never miss church, even when out of town. 52
Do you witness or tell others about your faith in the Lord?
No, I have never told anyone about my faith. 2
No, but maybe someday. 6
No, but I want to with all my heart. 5
Yes, sometimes—perhaps once a year or more. 87
Yes, frequently—perhaps once a week. 42
Yes, daily. 10
Yes, and I will continue to seek opportunities to tell others. 60
Do you support the Lord’s church financially?
No. 28
On average, I give each week to the General Fund. 152
On average, I give each week to the Building Fund. 20
Do you serve the Lord with your hands?
No, I’ve never given any time to serve God. 8
Yes, I do give my time, but only when directly asked to. 76
Yes, I take the initiative, searching for opportunities. 43
Yes, about one hour a week. 21
Yes, about three to five hours a week. 28
Yes, I give time to serve God every single day. 35
Yes, I give a tithe (10%) of my time to serve the Lord. 16
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ECHO youth nights have started off with a bang. We had a pool party that about 30 youth
attended. Wednesday night youth groups have been meeting and growing consistently since
then. Students have been growing in their faith and their relationship with each other as well as
having fun. They seem to be eager to come each week and have started to invite friends. We
are currently doing a study called Basic, which is about the Triune God. We’ve also been
involved in several local events such as Rock the Desert, high school football games, the
Permian bonfire, First Priority campus ministry and the Permian Basin Fair.
THANK YOU for all of your support! Your faithful giving and prayer has been such a blessing
upon the youth ministry.—Caleb Eckel, Youth Pastor

First Priority WHEN AND WHERE
Tuesday
Bonham 7:45-8:25 - all grades - LIBRARY
Permian
11:00-11:49 - 9th - Auditorium
11:55-12:44 - 11th - Auditorium
12:50- 1:39 - 10 & 12 - Auditorium
Wilson & Young — Permission slip
required
11:55 - A - ROOM 200
12:21 - B - ROOM 200
12:47 - C - ROOM 200
1:13 - D - ROOM 200

Wednesday
New Tech Odessa
8:45-9:30 - all grades - ROOM A5
Ector
11:31-11:48 - 6th - GYM
12:25-12:40 - 7th - GYM
1:17- 1:32 - 8th - GYM
UTPB Early College
12:00-1:00- 9th & 10th - ROOM FB05

Thursday
Bowie
11:05-11:35 - 6th - OLD GYM
12:00-12:30 - 7th - CHOIR ROOM
12:55-1:25 - 8th - CHOIR ROOM

Friday
Crockett
11:54-12:43 - 6th - ROOM 115
12:47- 1:36 - 7th - CHOIR ROOM
1:40- 2:29 - 8th - ROOM 224

Nimitz
7:45-8:25 - all grades - LIBRARY

OC Techs
11:45-12:15 - 9TH - ROOM 109
12:50- 1:20 - 10TH - ROOM 206 LC

Odessa High
11:00-11:50 - 9th & 12th - ORCHESTRA
11:55-12:45 - 11th - ORCHESTRA
12:50-1:40 - 10th - ORCHESTRA
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First Priority Permian Basin is the local chapter of the national youth organization that supports studentinitiated, student-led Christian clubs on middle school and high school campuses. Youth Pastor Caleb says
there are about 2,800 students involved in Odessa. Pastor Caleb likened it to a nine-month long local mission
trip to our schools. Here is some of the information found at the First Priority Permian Basin website.

H. O. P. E. = Help - Overcome - Prepare - Engage
The primary way we connect with schools is through weekly club meetings on campuses which
are student initiated, student led, leader facilitated. By equipping and training student leaders,
community pastors and faculty sponsors, we are able to bridge the community to schools in the
following ways:
Bringing H.O.P.E to every student in junior and high school.
Providing resources such as school supplies, backpacks and other items.
The H.O.P.E initiative:
Our campus clubs operate on a four week cycle utilizing the H.O.P.E. message:
Help: Help/empower students by answering questions they may have about the Christian faith.
Overcome: Provide motivation and inspiration to students so they can overcome their fear and
doubts about sharing their faith.
Prepare: Help students to understand the significance of their own life story and how to share it
with others.
Engage: During this last week of the H.O.P.E. cycle, a student is ready to share the Gospel
message, the good news of Christ.

First Priority Permian Basin — Get Involved
Parents and Grandparents
Prayer – As a Christian parent, you are probably already praying for your child. We want to
challenge you to broaden your perspective and pray for your child’s entire student body
and school administration.
Churches
The local church congregation can play a significant role in supporting the students from
your local church and from within your city or community. Nothing is more powerful than
students sensing that their local church congregation is interested and concerned about
their generation. Listed below are some ways you can make a positive difference in the
lives of students.
Seek out students in your church and let them know you are praying for them.
Have prayer for the campuses in your Sunday school classes or small group times within
your church.
Donate goods/services to the First Priority club or city network.
Volunteer to assist a local First Priority event or club activity.
Echo Student Ministry
Check out all of the fun & fellowship at
Echo Student Ministry FaceBook, TheBoathouse.Grace

