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W 
hat does it mean to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ?  

Answers to that question are 
being explored during the six-
week sermon series, 
Committed to Christ:  Six 
Steps To A Generous Life.  
The one worship service on 
Sunday, November 20 should 
provide a lively answer of that 
ever so important question. 
Prayer, Bible reading, 
worship, witness, financial 
giving, and service will be 
lifted up as we gather in the 
sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. and 
then fellowship together during the luncheon and 
festivities in the Fellowship Center.  
  Looking for a way to further your service to 
Christ?  Ministry tables displaying the current ways 
we serve Christ will be set up for you to see.  
Thanksgiving Baskets will also be available for you 
to deliver to a local family.   
  The Odessa Chuck Wagon Gang will serve a free 
meal. However, if you want a delicious dessert, you 

will get to ponder your journey 
of financial giving by selecting 
something from the United 
Methodist Women’s annual 
bake sale, which will 
conveniently be located in the 
Fellowship Center.  
  Stepping up our church’s 
standard for radical hospitality, 
co-stewards of Committed To 
Christ, Jim Carlson and Steve 
Riley have planned outstanding 
activities for everyone.  In the 
Plaza, there will be inflatable 
bouncers, popcorn served by 
our youth and music.  In the 

Fellowship dining hall, there will be appetizers prior 
to lunch, more music, ministry tables, and lots of 
joyful devoted disciples of Jesus Christ trying our 
best to fulfill our mission.  
  Please call the church office, 432-337-1527 to 
reserve your place at the table, or respond Yes on 
the connection card in the worship bulletin. 

   
Celebration SundayCelebration SundayCelebration Sunday   

 

Outreach Ignites Fellowship And Bonfire 

More than three dozen members ventured to The Barn at Ratliff Ranch on Sunday, October 30,  
for a casual evening of food, enjoyment  and getting to meet new members and renewing long-
time acquaintances.  The highlight of the evening was a blazing big bonfire.  Due to the intensity 
of its heat, a smaller bonfire for the roasting of marshmallows for s’mores was quickly built. These 
pictures show Peggy Wallin and Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson demonstrating the fine art of 
marshmallow roasting to Heather Kincaid and her children, Gunner and PistolAnn.  Youth Pastor 
Caleb Eckel hangs out with the two Alex’s:  Alexandra Salazar and Alex Wilson. 
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What's going on at  
Celebrate Recovery for November? 
 

 
 

Every Monday - 6:30p.m., Student Ministry Building 

November 7      Testimony  by member of Celebrate Recovery:   
   Listen to stories that relate to all our lives 
  
November 14     LESSON - Confess  
                        Principle 4:  Start accepting God's forgiveness 
  
November 21     Testimony by members of Celebrate recovery.   
   Listen to real stories of Hurts, Hang-ups, and Habits. 
  
November 28     LESSON - Admit 
                        Principle 4:   Why admit my wrongs? 
                        "They cried to the Lord in their troubles, and He rescued   
   them!  He led them from the darkness and the shadow of death  
   and snapped their chains." Psalm 107:13-14 

On October 15, Celebrate Recovery leaders had a busy day providing information at a veteran's 
event at Midland College.  The outreach to veterans is a natural extension of Celebrate Recovery’s 
mission to provide help through the Christ centered recovery program for all types of habits, hurts, 
and hang-ups. Pictured are CR team members Jody Wallin, Linda & Gary Jefferson. 

Thank You, Pastor Terry and Sister Vicki 
Connie Grewell is pictured as she leads the 
traditional congregation in honoring Lead 
Pastor Terry Tamplen and his wife, Vicki, 
for their thirteen years of service to our 
church. During the Sunday, October 23 
service they were presented a token of 
appreciation in the form of a gift card.     
 

     Since 2003, Pastor Terry has transformed 
our downtown campus through the first-ever 
capital campaign, invigorated our 
congregation to take the church outside the 
walls to serve others, and helped establish 
our second campus in north Odessa.  
Thank you, Terry & Vicki! 
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D istrict Superintendent Rev. Dr. 
Eduardo Rivera opened our 

church’s Charge Conference by 
reading Acts 2: 42-47, also known as 
The Fellowship of the Believers: 
“42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe 
at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the 
believers were together and had 
everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. 46 Every day 
they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.”   
  Dr. Rivera said a Charge Conference is about the 
business of the local church, but it really is dealing 
with the business of The Kingdom.   
  The mundane agenda is full of interesting statistics 
about us — FUMC-Odessa.  The membership audit 
lists 1,210 of us as professing members, which 
includes those of us attending worship at the 
downtown campus and at The Bridge.  In the last 
year, 13 of us were baptized; 27 new members 
joined us; and 8 members left us, either due to 
passing away or to moving away.   
  One of us, Karin Carlson, was cited for her 
progress as a candidate for deacon ministry.  After 
four years of graduate study and service, she has 
been approved by the DCOM to go in February 
before the Board of Ordained Ministry to be 
commissioned and assigned a mentor for the next 
three years.  After that time, she will be a candidate 
for ordination as a deacon.   
  Three of us are on the journey of Lay Ministry.  
Jody Wallin is in his fourth year of being a Certified 
Lay Servant and Certified Lay Minister.  Benna 
Babb and Marsha Melton are working to become 
Certified Lay Servants.  Benna says she’s finally 

heeding the call that she’s stifled for 
many years. For Marsha, it’s a natural 
progression of her servant-heart and 
participation as a Stephen Minister and 
Celebrate Recovery team member. 
  Associate Pastor Donnie Williams 
started his report on The Bridge by 
saying the north campus worship 
community wouldn’t have happened 
without God’s blessings.  The Bridge 
is in its fourth year of weekly worship 
at LBJ Elementary School.  The 
congregation is excited to watch the 
daily progress of the new building at 
Yukon and Grandview, with the steel 

beams to go up in November.   
  The agenda item, “articulate one missional smart 
goal for the next year,” was presented by Creative 
Arts and Outreach Pastor Colin Proft. This one goal 
is about what our church will do to make more 
Disciples of Jesus Christ for the coming year.  Colin 
works with music students from Odessa College and 
UTPB who participate each week in our worship 
services by singing in the sanctuary choir or by 
playing in the praise band.  He said the students 
really want a campus outreach program.  For now, 
plans are underway to begin a bi-weekly meal and 
discussion at Odessa College.  It will be a time of 
singing, questions and discussions.  Students will 
determine the discussions because they are seeking 
Godly answers to lots of questions. Colin wants our 
church to be available to these students. 
  Another mundane, but vital, report concerns Shared 
Ministries.  The District no longer sets a specific 
amount for each church to be given to the ministries 
of the United Methodist Church. Instead, each 
church is asked to tithe monthly based on the 
congregational giving.  Finance Chair, David 
Nelson, reported that we continue to tithe each 
month to the Shared Ministries.  Despite the 
downturn in the local economy, David said we 
remain financially healthy thanks to the generosity 
of all of us.   

Dist. Superintendent 
Eduardo Rivera and his 
wife, Hilda, visit with 
Pastor Terry. 

Reporting On The Business Of  The Kingdom 
The Chapel 
served as the 
gathering place 
for church 
leaders during 
the annual 
Charge 
Conference on 
October 24. 
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We've been learning about the 
life of Moses on Sundays! 

Pictured here is a tired Moses, 
his brother, Aaron and his friend 

Hur. Sometimes as Christians 
we need to help each other and 
pray for one another. This past 

week we learned that we can 
pray anywhere, at any time, and 

about any thing. As adults, I 
think we often times overlook 

children when they pray but let 
me tell you, some of these 

children have heavy requests. 
It's a joy to teach them each 

week! Picture and information 
from FaceBook, 

fumcfoundationkids 

I  am so excited to share some of 
the things that God is doing in 

and through FoundationKids here 
at FUMC.  
  Our Wednesday night class is 
going extremely well. Two of the 
best “problems” we’ve had 
recently is that we’ve had to 
expand our attendance chart we 
have on the wall and order a third 
case of Bibles due to having so 
many students!  
  We have been averaging 21 
children just on Wednesday 
nights! The students are in the 
process of memorizing the books 
of the Old Testament and have 
memorized close to 10 verses and 
4 Key Passages. They are also 
learning how to handle the Bible; 
how to use the table of contents; 
and, locate specific books and 
verses. In addition to locating a 
book of the Old Testament, they 
are also able to say the book 
before, and the book after, the one 
they find. Each student has shown 
significant improvement 
and continue to impress us 
all.  On Sundays we have 
been learning about Moses. 
The students are always 
impressively good at 
reviewing what we have 
learned and have even 
assisted in re-telling the 
lesson by acting it out as a 
group. One of our most 
recent lessons had to do 
with prayer. The children 
learned that they can pray at any 
time, anywhere, and about 
anything.  Let me tell you, never 
underestimate the burdens that 
some of these students carry--
even our youngest ones. Seeing 
and hearing them grasp that they 
can talk to God about any little 
thing was such a joy. 
  Attendance during Sunday 
School has been picking up since  
summer and I am thrilled to say 
we have had between fourteen and 
eighteen children each Sunday. 
God is definitely moving and 
working among families here at 
FUMC and I am so proud to be a 
member of this beautiful body. –
April Cole, Children’s Pastor 

The pictures are from a Wednesday night and we had hot dogs and ice 
cream to celebrate the progress that each one of them has made. 

 
Marlee and Pastor 

Karin compete in 
Pie Face Contest. 

 
 
And the Winner is... 

Pastor Karin!!! 

Xylina & 
Ricardo play a 
serious game 

of Kerplunk. 
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ECHO Youth has been 
great so far this school 
year.  We are going through 
a Halloween/ Fall series at 
ECHO relating God to our 
everyday lives.  We have 
also had a FEAST— a 
community dinner.  ECHO 
had several students 
perform at the Permian 

Choir concert.  We served at BOO-FEST on October 29!   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 
GOD IS CHANGING LIVES THROUGH YOUR 
PRAYERS AND FINANCIAL GIVING!  
—Caleb Eckel, Youth Pastor 

Echo Student Ministry  
Check out all of the fun & fellowship at  

Echo Student Ministry FaceBook, TheBoathouse.Grace 

 

Come join our youth as they go 
through the life of Christ each 

Sunday at 10am.  
The last Sunday of every month, 
they chill at McDonalds on 8th 

Street. 

Y!"#$ M&'&(#)*Y!"#$ M&'&(#)* 
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Here is a quote from 
Aliyah Curry, an active 
member of our youth. 

 
"A smart girl knows 

her limits; a wise girl 
knows she has 

none.  With God we 
have no limits to help 

the ones in need." 
 
 
 
 

Aliyah is a freshmen at Permian who 
plays soccer. She is interested in 

working with animals and missions. 
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We exis t  fo r  L IFE.. .To Love o thers ,  INVITE them to  jo in  us as we Follow Christ. . .  

 

Phil Szenasi presented the program on the 
FUMC Food Pantry. Former Pastor, Rev. 
Ed Hamilton started the food pantry in the 
1970’s. Volunteers have since been 
distributing to many in need the 2nd and 
4th Monday of each month.  For decades, 

the Food Pantry was located across  from the main 
church building on Lee Street.  A few months ago, 
our Food Pantry moved to The West Texas Food 
Bank at its new location on south Pagewood.  
  The new building is keeping the ones who work 
there very busy stocking all the items coming in. 
The Food Bank staff was in need of help to 
distribute the food to the ones coming in for food. 
So the FUMC Food Pantry moved to the West 
Texas  Food Bank and is now helping to distribute 

the food on their usual days:  the 2nd and 
4th Mondays  of the month from 9-
10:30a.m.  
   Phil invited the UMW  to come and tour 
the new West  Texas Food Bank facilities  
And, ever the promoter of good deeds, 

Phil mentioned that the Food Book is always in 
need of can goods, non-perishables items,  and any 
monetary donations.  
   If you would like to be a part of the UMW, 
contact the church office at 432.337.1527. 

UMW Focus 

UMW learn about Food Panty & Food Bank 

Food Pantry Chairman, Phil Szenasi talks 
about his ministry to feed the hungry. 

Highest Honor Achieved By Boy Scout Troop 91 Trio 

Our Eagles:  Michael Welch, Patrick Lucas and 
David Bates. Each badge represents hours of 
commitment, dedication, loyalty, hard work  and 
fun of being a Boy Scout. 

Boy Scout Troop 91 has been 
sponsored by our church since 2010. 
So it was with great joy that three of 
our scouts were recognized in the 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor on 
Sunday, October 23.  David Bates, 
Patrick Lucas and Michael Welch 
had the Eagle pin placed over their 
heart to accept the vow, “As an 
Eagle Scout, you have assumed a 
solemn obligation to do your duty to 
God, to Country, to your fellow 
Scouts, and to mankind in general. 
This is a great undertaking. As you 
live up to your obligations you bring 
honor to yourself and to your brother 
Scouts." 
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...who Empowers us to make a difference in our church, our community and our world. 

Ministry & Operating Budget 
Update  

as of October 31 
 
We are 83% of the way through the year 
and we have received 74% of the funds 
we will require to fulfill this year’s 
operating and ministry budget. 
 
 
 

Your faithfulness in giving is always 
appreciated. If you are willing and able, 
would you prayerfully consider helping 
us close this gap?   
Thank you, Pastor Terry Tamplen 

 

 

Remembering Our Saints 
United Methodists celebrate All 
Saints Day on the first Sunday in 
November.   
  The candles lit at All Saints Day Worship 
observances are an acknowledgement that 
our loved ones in Christ are not gone 
forever, the light that was lit in their hearts 
when they came into the family of God 
continues to shine in the presence of God. 
  It is with Christian love that five candles 
represented our FUMC-Odessa saints.  
 

Roberta Bacon 
Velma Lucille Brown 

Janet Cabra 
Mary Leona Karr 

Clay Wood 

Kyla Jaleigh Haiduk 
Proud Parents  Makala 

& David Haiduk 
Born October 6, 2016 

7lbs 2oz 

We Celebrate The Birth Of 
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —at LBJ Elementary 
          6401 Amber Dr.        

 
 
 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission 
Statement 

We exist for LIFE… 
To Love others, Invite them to join us as we Follow 

Christ, who Empowers us to make a difference. 

 
 
 

 
Will you be one of the Foster Angels 

who will brighten a Foster Child’s Christmas? 
 

Children’s Protective Services has entrusted to our  
church the names of 50 children.  

 
 
 
 

Names will be available Sunday, November 6.   
Please return your gifts by Sunday, November 20. 


