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W

orshiping together is a
crucial part of our spiritual
development and overall health as
the body of Christ. In worship, we
experience God’s manifest
presence, ascribe worth to Him in
song, hear His Word taught, cast
our cares upon Him in prayer, and are encouraged
by fellow brothers and sisters. These are a few of
the benefits we receive by joining together in
worship.
Holy Week (Palm Sunday through Easter) will be
an especially meaningful time for us to draw close
to the Lord and each other. On Palm Sunday
(March 20th), both of our services will begin with
our children leading us into worship with a Palm
Processional, Call to Worship and Opening Prayer.
Just as Jesus entered Jerusalem to loud shouts of
“Hosanna!” (save now!), so too will we cry hosanna
to our King.
To bring the worshipers of the 9 a.m. service and
the 11 a.m. service together, we will be following
our Palm Sunday service with a Pot Luck lunch
and Easter Egg Hunt at 12:30 p.m. that afternoon
in the Fellowship Center.

March 2016

On Maundy Thursday (March
24th at 6 p.m.) we will be Entering
the Upper Room to experience the
power and significance of what
Jesus did in his final hours with the
disciples. We will be worshiping
while having a full meal together. Though walk-ins
will be welcome, we ask that you register so that we
can prepare enough meals for everyone. There is no
cost for the meal.
Good Friday (March 25th at 7 p.m.) will be a
powerful musical worship Requiem perform by our
Sanctuary Choir, and led by David Corman.
A sunrise service is being added to our Easter
Sunday (March 27th at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and
11:00 a.m.) worship services. The addition of this
service provides you with three opportunities to
participate in a joyful celebration of our Lord Jesus
rising victorious over death and forever destroying
the power of sin.
I look forward to joining with you in worshiping
our Lord.
--Colin Proft, Creative Arts and Outreach Pastor

Pizzas, Popsicles and Play = Parent’s Night Out

According to Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson, the Date Night/Parent’s Night Out was “super
fun for the kids and those who stayed with them.” Hopefully, the parents had fun, too. Thirteen
youngsters from five different families were treated to pizza, popsicles, and what all kids love to
do: play in a safe environment within the church plaza. A second Parent’s Night Out is
scheduled for April 22. Please turn to page 2 to see more pictures of cute kids.
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Save the Dates

Snapshots from Parent’s Night Out, February 19
The February 19 Parent’s
Night Out was set up
through our Children’s
Ministry. Pending the
hiring of a Children’s
Minister, parents,
volunteers and
Discipleship Pastor Karin
Carlson are making a
difference in our church
by providing loving,
exciting, and creative
activities for young
families.

All Registration begins
March 1

$140 before May 15
$155 after May 15

$230 before May 15
$245 after May 15
Coming SOON! Week of July 24”
“Be a VBS Volunteer”
Karin Carlson, Discipleship Pastor
432.337.1527

Wednesday Night
Children’s Ministry
6:30-8:00 p.m., Room 206
A time for creative arts, spiritual, and
missional work within church.
Young children refill and replace
coloring books in sanctuary
Older children design a
recycling program for the church
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Examples from FUMC-Odessa Family Ministries 2016-2017
There are six phases of Family Ministries in our church. The previous two
Cultivators highlighted the Nursery & Preschool phase and the Elementary
phase. Confirmation is the focus this month. Confirmation classes begin this
spring for 6th-8th graders. It’s through the Confirmation process that students
learn about the history, practices, and beliefs of the Christian faith from a United
Methodist prospective.

Middle school students are important at FUMC-Odessa.
After hours of study led by parents, our students are given
the opportunity to personally respond to Jesus’s call to live
as a disciple. The study culminates with the Confirmation
Service, where the students who have chosen to be
confirmed profess their faith and are confirmed into the
Christian faith and the United Methodist Church.
Confirmation Classes will be on Sunday at 4:30 p.m.
Students will have fun while actively engaging in worship and
hearing messages relevant to their state of development.

The Phase Where Families…
Create time to discuss the faith, including
questions and doubts. Parents need not have all the
answers, just the willingness to listen and to respond.
This can happen causally over dinner or formally during a
weekend parent/child getaway.

Foster your student’s friendship with “church
friends.” Encourage your student to spend time with their
small group and other friends during the week.

Serve inside of the church. Parents, consider serving
as a small group leader, it helps other students love the
church and helps your student see your heart for service.
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Requiem For The Living Offers Time Of Worship On Holy Friday

O

nce again, FUMC’s
sanctuary choir will
present a musical worship
on Good Friday. The 7pm
concert of Requiem For The
Living by Dan Forrest is an
excellent opportunity to
share with your friends,
neighbors, and family what it means to be part of
the church family at First United Methodist
Church-Odessa.
The Choir spends many hours in rehearsal so
that the congregation can enjoy beautiful music.
For many in the choir, sharing their gift of music
and singing are ways they worship. They feel it is
not just music, but a ministry. With each
performance, their prayer is to reach the heart of
even just one member of the congregation. There
are many reasons to attend, but a main reason is
because the music is profoundly thought

provoking. A requiem is defined as an act or
token of remembrance. In this case, a musical
performance is used to pay tribute to the sacrifice
of death that Jesus made for us.
Many choral requiems begin with the same
Latin phrase – “Requiem aeternam dona eis,
Domine (‘Lord, grant them eternal rest’).” While
our ears might hear a requiem performance as
solemn, may we come together as a church
family for this musical performance being aware
of the profound meaning of Easter, and having
the knowledge in our hearts of the
beautiful gift we
have received.
- Susan Henry

Requiem for the Living was commissioned by the Hickory Choral
Society (Hickory, NC), as part of their ongoing commitment to
funding new major works for the choral repertoire. The work is
Dan Forrest's largest piece to date, and was written over a period
of 16 months in 2012-2013.
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March 27

Easter Sunday

First United Methodist Church
7:30 am Sunrise Service, Noel Plaza
9:00 am Traditional Worship Service
11:00 am Contemporary Worship Service

The Bridge
LBJ School 6401 Amber St.
9:00 and 10:16 am Worship Services
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United Methodist Women Practice Extravagant
Generosity To Make A Difference In Our Church,
Our Community And Our World
At the end of 2015, our
were in seminary.
UMW had given a total
Donnie Williams, Karin
of $4,148 for all mission
Carlson, Colin Proft, and
activities.
Polly Williamson each
They are as follows:
received $500.00.
UMCOR, Alpine
We meet every 2nd
Community Center,
Thursday of the month at
Lydia Patterson,
9:30 a.m. in the
Interfaith Sewing,
fellowship dining
Clothes Closet, Food
hall. Snacks are served,
Pantry, Timothy
along with the meeting
International, Celebrate Pastor Terry Tamplen speaks at the February United and a program. Anyone
Recovery, Memorials, Methodist Women’s meeting.
is welcome to come. Our
Retired Missionaries,
speaker on March 10 will
and the National UMW.
be Creative Arts and Worship Pastor, Colin Proft
This year’s Sue Wright Memorial Bake Sale
who will give an Easter Program. On April 14,
made $1001. The support from the church was
Prayer and Self Denial will be the program
outstanding. The bake sale money allows UMW to
On Mother’s Day, May 8, please join us for our
contribute to all these mission activities. We thank annual Mother’s Day Tea in the Parlor from 10 a.m.
you.
to 11 a.m.
This year we have added to our giving. We gave -- Marsha Melton
scholarship funds to members of our church who

Snapshots from Spice Of Life
On Thursday,
celebrated.
February 18, the
Congregational
Care Pastor Jody
Spice of Life
group met and had
Wallin played
a great time
the violin
together. Russell
“Melodies of
Kimble, and
Love” for the
Debra and
program.
Steve
Spice of Life
February birthdays: Essie Jackson,
Meador
meets the third
Dee Melton, and Letha Allen
prepared a
Thursday of the
wonderful meal that we were all month at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
so thankful for. Thanks to that
Dining Hall.
wonderful trio who continue to
bless us with their good cookin’!
February birthdays were
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Celebrate Recovery Team Journey to
Austin for Training
Celebrate Recovery team members Jim Findley,
Christine Findley, Aristes Wilson, Lori Smith, Jody
Wallin and Marsha Melton went for training in Austin
February 27 and 28th. The training was all day Saturday,
February 27, and was lead by the Celebrate Recovery
National Leadership team which included John Baker, the
founder of Celebrate Recovery. Lots of good training and
Pictured: Jim Findley, Christine Findley,
information was given. The team was inspired to be a few
Aristes Wilson, Lori Smith, Jody Wallin,
of the 1000+ individuals present at this training seminar.
Marsha Melton.
The team will incorporate several new ideas that will
strengthen FUMC’s Christian based, Celebrate Program even more! If you have a hurt, hang up or habit, come
to Celebrate Recovery and find freedom from your issues through Jesus Christ our Lord! Contact Jody Wallin
at 432.337.1527 for more information. Celebrate Recovery meets every Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the Student
Ministry Building.

Memorials for February 2-29, 2016
In Memory of
Ted Hogan
Given by
Doris & John Mason

With Deepest Sympathy to:
Beverley & Russell Kimble,
for the loss of her mother,
Rose Bailey

In Memory of
Lucille Brown
Given by
Boosters Sunday School Class
Doris & John Mason

Children’s Clothes Closet
In Memory of
Roberta Bacon
Given by
Wesley Sunday School Class
Robbie & Dan Brazelton
In Memory of
Rose Bailey
Given by
Wesley Sunday School Class

In Memory of
Rose Bailey
Given by
Betsy & Buzz Hurt

Ash Wednesday Offering
The Ash Wednesday offering was designated
to the Sacramento Camp & Conference
Center. Our children have attended the
summer camps at Sacramento for many years
and will return this June and July.
Sacramento will use the $1660 for ongoing
improvements, maintenance needs, and many
other necessary expenses that help them
continue their ministry. A special “thank you”
to our members who helped send blessings to
this wonderful ministry.




Thank You

To my precious home church,
Words could never convey how much your support of Mended
Women means to me. Your Radical Generosity spurs me on
to complete our mission to equip God’s people to love women
and build them up in the Body of Christ. The way each of you
gives sacrificially so that I can do the work God has called me
to is incredibly encouraging and honoring. Thank you for
believing in me! Thank you for helping me Love Women
Like Jesus! -- Holly Stallcup

RETURN
SERVICE
REQUESTED

Bring A Friend This Sunday
8:00 AM Adult Bible Class
9:00 AM Traditional Worship
—Sanctuary

10:00 AM Sunday School, all ages
10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,
—at LBJ Elementary
6401 Amber Dr.

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship
—Fellowship Center
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.”
The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,
INVITE them into a caring community of faith,
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of
Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED
to make a difference in our church, community and world.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
“SUIT UP THIS SUMMER!"

