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T

he time has finally arrived! We are at the half
time anniversary of our Momentum Capital
Campaign, and we are preparing to break ground on
the first project of the Campaign – the construction
of a multi-purpose building that will house our
satellite congregation – The Bridge. A mere 18
months ago our churches at The Bridge and FUMC
embraced a vision of a more effective ministry to
our community. The time has now come for us to
see that vision become a reality. Together, we
praise God, as we look forward to breaking ground
and celebrating God’s faithfulness in providing the
resources we need to reach our mission field in
north Odessa.

June 2016

Campaign funding update… an incredible response!
The response to this campaign has been great and
now we are ready to begin the construction phase of
the multi-purpose building for The Bridge with
solid financial footing.
Year to date we have received 3.7 million dollars
out of 4.5 million dollars pledged toward our
overall goal of 7.7 million dollars for the entire
campaign. The anticipated cost for the multipurpose building is approximately 6 million dollars.
Our desire is that every household in our church be
participating wholeheartedly in support of what
God is doing through our church.
Beyond the bricks and the bucks, we are most
excited that we are touching lives with the Good
News of Jesus Christ! — Rev. Terry Tamplen

Other Exciting Church News:
New Youth Minister page 4
Celebrate Our Seniors page 5
New Location for Food Pantry page 4
Summer Bible Studies pages 6 & 7
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Celebrate Recovery Celebrates Third Year Of Changing Lives
Team Celebrate Recovery

elebrate Recovery is now in over 28,000
C
churches worldwide. This is a biblical and
balanced program that helps us overcome our hurts,

admit that I am powerless to control my tendency to
do the wrong thing and that my life is
unmanageable. "Blessed are the poor in
hang-ups, and habits, based on the Eight Principles
spirit." (Matthew 5;3)
The last Monday of the month we meet at 6:00 p.m.
from the Beatitudes.
This is what is
in the Fellowship
Dining Hall to have
happening at our
Celebrate Recovery at
our monthly meal.
Our schedule
FUMC-Odessa.
We meet every
is: June 6-testimony;
Monday evening at the
June 13-Lesson is
Student Ministry
POWERLESS;
June 20 -Testimony;
Building starting at
6:30 p.m. with lots of
June 27 -Lesson is
good food. Then at
HOPE . Principle
7:00 p.m. we have
Two: Earnestly
worship, which
Believe That God
includes our praise
Exists, That I Matter
band, and a lesson or a CR Praise Band opens each session with joyful worship. To Him And That He
testimony. At 8:00 p.m.
Has The Power To
we break into our men's and women's open share
Help Me Recover.
groups.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
Just coming to the worship portion is a good way to comforted."
start off your week. Listening to Jody present the
Come see what FUMC is bringing to
lesson makes everyone realize how much we all need our community and beyond.
God in our lives.
Glory to God, Marsha Melton
May 30, begins our 4th year and we begin with the
Beatitudes on Principle One: Realize I'm not God; I

Blessing and Presentation of Bibles
Photo: Children in
the Fellowship
Worship were
presented with
Bibles.
Photo Page 3:
Children in the
Traditional
Worship service
were presented
with Bibles
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Bolivia Comes To FUMC-Odessa Via Missionaries
hurch of God Ministries given
C
by Paul and Kattia Jones who
are missionaries to Bolivia.
Paul and Kattia Jones are the son
and daughter-in-law of Fae Jones.
They have one daughter Tabitha
who is 14.
The Jones shared pictures of
Bolivia and rural areas while
sharing their ministry. They have
been there since January of 2004.
There are approximately 10 million
people in the country. Where they
live, they do have running water and electricity.
Kattia's ministry is associated with the women in
the area. She is working with around 250 women
introducing Christianity by having Bible study
classes. She uses games associated with the Bible
to gain their interest because of the language and
learning difficulties they have. Most have never
had any education. She works with them just so
they can receive a certificate of elementary
education.
Paul’s ministry is associated with the men in the
area to educate them on Christianity. They also do
not have much education. The men sacrifice two
weeks’ pay to come to training for Bible study.
Bolivia has an annual celebration throughout the

entire country
called the
National Junta
with around
15,000 to 18,000
attending this
celebration
teaching the
work of the
Church of God.
Paul was
introduced to the
ministry at a
very young age when he made his first trip to Peru.
He has since traveled to Guatemala, Ecuador, and
Costa Rica. He said "God called him to preach
the gospel."
They also are working with the youth in camps and
retreats. Getting them active in the church and
more educated in hopes of creating a new
generation with youth attending colleges and
receiving their degrees.
Bolivia now has an AM frequency radio station
broadcasting live since January 2016.
United Methodist Women's next meeting will be
August 11, 2016 which will be a salad luncheon at
11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Dining Hall.
Blessings, Marsha Melton

Snapshots from UMW: members Patsy Rushing, Jonelle Sims and An El Crudup. Festive
table decorations celebrate Memorial Day. Members Mary Lou Shaw and Cathy McKelvain.
Please go to the fumcodessa.org FaceBook to view pictures of the UMW Mother’s Day Tea.

In both services, children from 3rd -5th
grades received Bibles. Their parents
along with the congregation pledged to
guide them and to learn and grow with
them in God’s Word. They all read
together “The Word of God is a lamp
to our feet, and a light to our path.
Thanks be to God!”
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L

ead Pastor Terry Tamplen is
in which God has given me
confidence and strength are leading
pleased to welcome our new
Youth Pastor Caleb Eckel and his
teenagers and adults in ministry.
wife, Becky. Caleb comes to us
Developing a relational ministry
from Jefferson United Methodist
through one-on-one time will help
Church in Jefferson, Ohio. He begins
guide others in finding their gifts.
working with our youth June 8.
Spending time with leaders outside of
The energetic youth pastor has a
'church time' will not only build
Bachelor’s degree in Religious
personal relationships, but also show
Education in Youth Ministry from
the importance of being a light to the
surrounding community.”
Tyndale University College &
Seminary, located in Toronto,
Pastor Terry praises the parents of
Canada. Caleb cites several cities as
our students who have kept the family
ministries going for the last six
where he grew up since his father
Caleb & Becky Eckel
months. They have worked tirelessly
attended Ontario Bible College in
Toronto, Canada, and then moved to Pittsburg,
alongside Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson during
Pennsylvania.
the time a nationwide search was underway to find
In his statement of calling, Caleb writes “An area the right person for this important ministry.

Food Pantry: Long-Time Dedication Moves To New Location
bags of food. It became obvious the Food Bank
aithful Food Pantry Chairman, Phil Szenasi is
F
excited about the changes coming to our decades needed a Food Pantry and called our church to fill
the need. Phil says
-long (43-years)
outreach ministry
of providing food
to hungry families.
It was the
dedication, the
precise records,
paying attention to
details, and longtime financial
commitment of our
church that caught
the attention of
West Texas Food
Bank executive
director Libby
Campbell and
prompted her to
offer a room in the
new multi-million
dollar food bank.
According to Phil,
our pantry is
settling in to
operate out of the new facility on south Pagewood
Avenue, near Interstate-20.
He explains that the Food Bank does not hand out
food directly to individuals. The Food Bank
distributes food to Food Pantries. The Food
Pantries distribute food to individuals. Since
moving to the new facility, Libby says they have
been overrun by individuals seeking emergency

FUMC-Odessa will still
hand-out food on
Mondays. He and the
Food Bank will work
together to coordinate
with other churches
which now distribute
food on Tuesday,
Wednesdays, and
Thursdays. All of the
food pantries will have
the options to
relocate to the Food
Bank, with FUMCOdessa being the lead
entity.
These file photos show Discipleship Pastor
Food Pantry volunteers Karin Carlson is excited
at work. Top Left: Phil about the opportunities to
Szenasi and Gene
expand this long-time
Johnson. Above: Sue outreach by offering
McDonald. Left: Judy evening and weekend
Means and Carole
distributions in the future.
Millsap greet a guest.
Phil says that it is an
honor to be asked. He’s
excited that the Food Pantry will now be able to
offer fresh produce, milk and eggs to people in
need.
Phil says the new facility is great. More than 20
families were served by the second week. He
expects the ministry will to continue to grow.

We exist to LOVE our neighbors...to make a difference in our church, community and world.

New Youth Pastor Called To Lead Others To Jesus
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Senior Class of 2016

Graduating seniors are surrounded by loving parents in the traditional worship service
on Sunday, May 22 as Pastor Terry leads everyone in blessing the students.

Bailey Nix
Permian High School
Will attend University of
Texas- Permian Basin
majoring in Criminal Justice.
Activities: Bookworm/avid
reader, volleyball, camping,
shooting, Upward
Cheerleading & Basketball,
National Honor Society, Top
10% of graduating class.
Awards: AP Award, National
Honor Society
Role models: Big SisAshley, Shane, Wendy
Favorite quote: Maybe life
isn’t about the bruises.
Maybe it’s about the scars to
prove we showed up for it.

Dylan White
Permian High School
Will attend UniversityTexas Permian Basin
then Texas Tech
University majoring in
Law.
Activities: Love to travel.
Going to the gun range.
Role models:
Grandfather GaGa &
Dad. Both are loving,
hardworking family
providers.
Favorite scripture:
Philippians 4:13 I can do
all this through Him who
gives me strength.
Isaiah 41:10, Proverbs 3:
5-6, Isaiah 40:31.

Michelle Heneger
Odessa High School
Will attend UniversityTexas Permian Basin
majoring in
Pre-Med/Biology
Activities: Softball,
band, debate
Role model: Mom
Favorite memory:
Mission trip to New
Orleans
Favorite scripture:
Ecclesiastes 3:1 There
is a time for everything,
and a season for every
activity under the
heavens.
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SUMMER STUDIES
Register on-line at www.fumcodessa.org

THE ARMOR OF GOD:
How The Enemy Always Fails When He
Meets A Woman Dressed
For The Occasion

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
Seven Weeks Beginning June 8
Wednesday 9:30-11 a.m.
Fellowship Center
Books $13

Spice Of Life
The May Spice of Life program was given by
Jody Wallin with information about General
Conference 2016. Also Memorial Day
thoughts and memories were shared by
those present. Spice of Life meets the third
Thursday of the month in the Fellowship
Dining Hall from 11:30 a.m. to 1p.m. A meal
is served. The costs is $5. Call the church
office to make your reservation for a time of
fun, food and fellowship! The church office
number is 432.337.1527. See you on June
16th!

Mary Lou Shaw and Kay Szenasi celebrate their May
birthdays at Spice of Life, pictured here with
Congregation Care Pastor Jody Wallin.
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Submerge in VBS or Adult Bible Study

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Instead of the traditional Vacation Bible School of five consecutive days, this year, VBS begins on Tuesday,
June 21, continuing on Tuesday nights for five weeks, ending on July 19. Sessions are from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
This year’s theme is Submerged, Finding Truth Below The Surface. Invite a friend to join you and dive deep
into God’s word at VBS!.

The response has been great for the extended Vacation Bible Study for five weeks on Tuesday nights. But
Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson reminds us that VBS isn’t just for children. This year, the Submerged Adult Bible
Study corresponds with the Submerged VBS for kids. Larry Johnson will lead the study to be held in the chapel. This
is the first time there has been an ‘adult version’ of VBS.
The Tuesday night study also ties into the sermon series presented each Sunday by Pastor Terry. His sermons will
be based on the same scriptures that the kids study in their VBS and that the adults study in their VBS. In other words:
FUMC-Odessa will be “Submerged, finding truth below the surface” in all aspects of summer learning.
Pastor Karin praises the Family Ministry leadership team for continuing to provide quality time for our church family’s
kids. The Tuesday night VBS will be another open invitation to others to come join us. Contact Pastor Karin,
Karin@fumcodessa.org to find out how you can serve. We are preparing now for a super summer for children and
families.

RETURN
SERVICE
REQUESTED

Bring A Friend This Sunday
8:00 AM Adult Bible Class
9:00 AM Traditional Worship
—Sanctuary

10:00 AM Sunday School, all ages
10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,
—at LBJ Elementary
6401 Amber Dr.

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship
—Fellowship Center
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.”
The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,
INVITE them into a caring community of faith,
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of
Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED
to make a difference in our church, community and world.

Youth & Children Update By The Numbers:

13 Students
Enrolled

8 Children Will Attend
Kids Camp
in Sacramento, NM

28 Youth Will Attend
Camp Glorieta
in Glorieta, NM

