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“We Break This Ground Today That A Church May Meet Here”

unday, June 6, 2016 was a day marked with high
S
temperatures and joy as more than 100 people gathered
to officially break ground for The Bridge, a United

Children played a big part in the
groundbreaking ceremony. Please view
more joyful pictures on
thebridgeodessa.org Facebook.

Methodist Church. Lead Pastor Terry Tamplen and The
Bridge Pastor Donnie Williams are pictured ‘moving dirt’
along with members of our two congregations, all of whom
have worked together to make this happen. Construction
for the multi-purpose building at Yukon and Grandview is
the first project of our Momentum Capital campaign.
Hymns, prayers, scriptures, and liturgy brought a special
kind of holiness to the dry, mesquite-lined 20-acres. Here is
part of the recitation to remind everyone of the purpose of
the capital campaign:
Pastor: That a church may meet here where children shall
learn to love God and grow in grace and goodness, and in
favor with God and all people,
People: we break this ground today.
Pastor: That a church may meet here where youth shall be
inspired to pray and serve.
People: we break this ground today.
Pastor: That a church may meet here where the weary and
heavy laden shall find inner peace that the world can neither
give nor take away,
People: we break this ground today.
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Missionary Heart And Love Of Jesus Guides New Children’s Pastor
Lead Pastor Terry Tamplen is delighted to welcome our
new Children’s Ministry Pastor, April Cole. April has
been active in the Children’s Ministry for over a year now,
volunteering in many capacities. Serving the Lord isn’t
new to her, crediting her parents for taking her to church
her entire life. She has a deep love for scriptures having
competed in Bible drill and Boot Camps from junior high
through high school. April has a missionary heart, with
her first summer mission trip to Mexico in 1998. She has
traveled the world on mission trips: Panama, Darian
Jungle, Morroco, and Cairo, Egypt.
April and her husband Garreth are the proud parents of
three daughters, Abigail, Emma, and Lucy. In her
Ministry Statement, she writes that she desires “to help
raise up a generation of people that love Jesus, love others,
and make His name known and I plan on doing this by
starting with my own children first.”
New Children’s Pastor April Cole is
April has wasted no time in getting to work: she has
busy scheduling weekly service
outings for our children. April invites
already scheduled outings for our children every Thursday
everyone to become involved with our during the summer, taking them to local agencies for
children.
outreach and service opportunities.

Food Pantry’s Move To Food Bank Opens New Doors Of Serving
eing located inside the new
B
West Texas Food Bank
facility is “really nice” or so
says Food Pantry Chairman
Phil Szenasi. Besides the
convenience of having the
quantities of boxed goods
literally next door, fresh and
frozen products are now
available to clients. The best
change coming from the move
means that clients are able to
“shop” the aisles to select the
food themselves. Previously,
sacks of food were pre-selected
and given to people based on
the number of family members.

The Food Pantry team invites you to join them in this long-time mission of providing food for the hungry. Members are
pictured stocking the shelves with boxed goods and having fun while sharing God’s love through the simple act of helping.
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Troop 91 Prepares For 2017 Boy Scout Jamboree
These photos from the 2016
Boy Scout Sunday show
Troop 91 members as they
post the Colors and
participate in the worship
service. The scouts also are
active in many church
events, helping with Church
Work Day, serving at Wild
Game Dinner, and feeding
the homeless through
Samaritans By Grace.
or many of us, the only time we see our
F
church-sponsored Boy Scout Troop 91 is
on the yearly Boy Scout Sunday. For others

Jamboree next summer (2017). This is a
unique opportunity for scouts as it only
happens every four years. Most boys only
of us, Troop 91 is a daily commitment to this get one chance to go due to age limitations on
great program of building boys with faith,
attendance. We have eight scouts going from
character and life skills.
our troop and the cost will be around $3000
Two of our Troop 91 scouts have already
per boy. In addition, boys who will not be
achieved the highest of all honors: Patrick
going to the jamboree can participate in the
Lucas and David Bates are now Eagle Scouts. fundraisers and "earn" money towards other
According to Scout mom, Kelli Williams,
campouts/expenses throughout the year.”
the troop is beginning “to raise funds to send Please contact Kelli or Scout Master Paul
our scouts to the National Boy Scout
Lucas for more information.

Lesson From Elisha Brought To Life In Paintings

Artist Billy Baker depicts the
scripture of Elisha helping the
widow fill her jars with olive oil.
Billie painted the beautiful
pictures while Pastor Terry
spoke during the Traditional
worship service and the Fellowship worship service.
Billie is shown with one of the masterpieces.

Donations for a drawing for the two paintings were taken after
each service. The donations were given to a local woman who
was in crisis. Nancy Stewart and Marylin Serich names were
drawn for the paintings.
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Summer Time And The Living Is Fast-Paced and

King’s Kids Camp, Sacramento Camp: Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson stands with the eight children from
Odessa who enjoyed the cool mountains of New Mexico in June. Daily devotionals along with traditional camp activities made for a
true “Mountain Top” experience. More pictures can be viewed at the Bounce Children’s Ministry FUMC FaceBook.

Camp Glorieta: "I used to care a lot about how people viewed me but since Glorieta
that desire has faded away and now I care about how God sees me." Alexandra
Salazar, Freshman at Permian.
“We had an awesome time at Camp Glorieta!” A total of 24 youth and 3 adult leaders attend. We bonded as a
church through conquering our fears (big swing, repelling and zip lining) through fun (swimming, water slides, arrow
tag) through team work (walking a tight rope and lifting each other over small areas, balancing a board), and
through God (times of confession and sharing, praise and worship, daily Bible studies and devotionals, and foot
washing). I had an amazing time witnessing the youth and adult leaders grow and mature in their faith. I just want
to THANK YOU, FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, for this opportunity and supporting our trip with your
prayers, donations, and other countless sacrifices. Without your support I know this could not be possible! You are
changing these students’ lives and building God's kingdom! Caleb Eckel, Youth Pastor

Enjoy more pictures of the activities at echo.sm FaceBook
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Fun Keeping Up With The Activities For Our Kids
VBS has been an amazing
adventure of exploring the
depths of God’s love with an
average of 65 kids from Pre-K
to 5th grades! The past 5
Tuesday nights parents
checked kids in at the helm
then 40 volunteers guided
them via Dive Teams, live
worship, snacks, games, Bible
stories, crafts and music with
motions. The kids
Submerge themselves in God’s Word to discover
that Jesus saw people differently. He didn’t just see

what’s on the outside; He saw
who people were down deep.
As kids learned to see
themselves and others as Jesus
sees them, they can realize that
everyone needs a Savior. A
relationship with Jesus Christ
changes everything! All you
have to do is dive in…and these
kids Submerged! FUMC is
grateful for the parents and the
body of Christ who prayed and
helped tap the depths of the VBS Scripture
Psalm 139:23-24-THANK YOU!

Scenes from July 5th session of Vacation Bible School.
Each week, the kids write prayer requests on ribbons that are placed in the Prayer Net.
Before Submerged began, Pastor Terry Tamplen requested these prayers for the children,
parents, and volunteers participating in Submerged VBS.
Week 1: Pray that God will help kids realize that Jesus knows their names and sees them for
who they really are.
Week 2: Ask God to help kids know the truth about how much Jesus values and loves them.
Week 3: Pray that kids will trust Jesus as their Savior and Lord.
Week 4: Ask God to help kids see that He has a purpose for their lives no matter what their
circumstances are.
Week 5: Thank Jesus for loving and accepting all people. Ask God to help the kids remember
to love and accept others.
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Spice Of Life:

The Spice of
Life theme for June was “Remembering
our Fathers.” I invite and encourage
our retired or near-retired members to
attend Spice of Life. We meet the third
Thursday of each month and have a
home cooked meal that is prepared by Russell Kimble
and his kitchen crew. We also have a program after each
meal that is pertinent to each month and we celebrate the
attenders who are having a birthday that month. It is good
food, good times, and good fellowship. Please let the
front office know you are intending to come so we can
prepare a meal and a place for you.
Yours in Christ,
Walyn Gibson and Congregation Care Jody Wallin, Congregation Care Pastor
Pastor Jody Wallin hold the June
birthday cake.

What's going on at
Celebrate Recovery for July?
Every Monday at 6:30 in Student Ministry Building
July 11 - LESSON SANITY: Principle 2: Earnestly believe that God exists; that I
matter to Him, and that He has the power to help me recover.
"Happy are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted." ( Matthew 5:4)
July 18 - TESTIMONY
July 25 - LESSON TURN: Principle 3: Consciously choose to commit all my life and
will to Christ's care and control. "Happy are the meek." (Matthew)
"And this is the secret: that Christ in your hearts is your only hope of
glory." (Colossians 1:27)
The Celebrate Recovery Team welcomes everyone: God’s Blessings to all who read this

Love Pack Items Needed:
The Builders Sunday School Class is asking for donations of “Love Pack” supplies. A “Love Pack” is one
day of non-perishable food along with water and a hand wipe. These packs are handed out to our
homeless community. The items needed are:
Vienna Sausage-small cans
Peanuts pack
Raisins box
Cheese Crackers pack
Peanut Butter pack
Trail Mix pack
Apple Sauce (individual)
Cookie snack pack
Hand wipe cloths
6 oz water bottles
Items can be brought to either the Traditional or Fellowship Worship service for the next three Sundays or to
the church office during the week. These packs are a great way to make an impact on our homeless
community in this area. Thanks for your help!
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Monday evenings have been filled with
worship, teaching and authentic beautiful
small groups in the Love Is study. We have
learned about our call to love community,
God's love for us and the hard task of
loving ourselves. There is an infinite
amount to learn about love! Love is...
Photo (above) Deby Rinker, Shari Riley, Tammy Stallcup,
everlasting, delight-filled, genuine, full of Pauline Williamson, Sara Jones, Mary Elaine Williamson.
worship and others focused.
Photo (R) Love Is Teacher Holly Stallcup

Armor Of God: Putting on the armor of God! This “solid and dynamic” study from Priscilla Shirer’s Armor
of God brought a powerful delivery of scriptural truth interspersed with captivating stories. An average of 70
ladies gathered this summer to study, pray, do outreach, laugh and grow together as a community of believers.
They are equipped for spiritual battles!

On Tuesdays, as the children are being submerged into God’s word at VBS, adults are
diving deep into the Submerged Adult Bible Study in the Chapel lead by Larry Johnson.

RETURN
SERVICE
REQUESTED

Bring A Friend This Sunday
8:00 AM Adult Bible Class
9:00 AM Traditional Worship
—Sanctuary

10:00 AM Sunday School, all ages
10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,
—at LBJ Elementary
6401 Amber Dr.

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship
—Fellowship Center
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.”
The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,
INVITE them into a caring community of faith,
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of
Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED
to make a difference in our church, community and world.

