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God’s Mighty Power Takes VBS To New Heights 
An awesome Mount Everest was created in the sanctuary, 
setting the stage for the Vacation Bible School, Conquering 
Challenges With God’s Mighty Power.  More than 100 
children each night learned about God’s love. 

Creative interactive sessions taught the children about God’s power to provide; to comfort; to heal; to 
forgive; and to love us forever.  Bounce Children’s Pastor Tyler Press is thankful for all of the wonderful 
volunteers who reflected God’s love to the very enthusiastic youngsters.  Activities included singing, 
games, Bible Buddies, and the Imagination Station.  In hot July, VBS kids learned how to create snow to 
show how God generously provides. 

A completely different 
kind of Vacation Bible 
School experience was 
offered to children in the 
upper 9th ward of New 
Orleans by our FUMC-
Odessa echo Student 
Ministry.   The 13 
student missionaries 
spent a week conducting 
a VBS under an 
overpass in the 
mornings.  Afternoons 
were spent in the lower 
9th ward where students 
continued cleaning up 

lots.  Some time 
was also spent 
working at a drug 
and alcohol 
rehabilitation 
clinic. Student 
Pastor Shane 
Branecky says 
memories revolve 
around hacking 
away at 7-foot tall 
weeds and 
grabbing a snoball 
after a hot day of 
work. Vacation Bible School — New Orleans Style 
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Undaunted, Daring To Do What God 
Calls You To Do had more than 75 
women participate in the 6-week 
summer Bible study. 
  For outreach, every week women 
brought items for 9 students who are 
transitioning out of Foster Care into 
After Care as young adults.  Also, 
$1,000 was collected for bedding and 
towels for FUMCO (FUMCO 
Orphanage in India). Monday evening class of Undaunted Bible Study 

Wednesday morning class of  Undaunted  Bible Study 

The thought-provoking study by Christine Caine 
looked into overcoming the challenges and 
circumstances we all experience and then grow 
from those experiences.  The study challenged 
women to be equipped and empowered to help 
others.  On the last session, Disciple Pastor Karin 
Carlson used the chapel to create stations to 
consider the call to be the Love, to be the Hope, to 
be the Change.  The ladies were ask to use the 
mirror to reflect on their call. The suitcases were 
placed in a corner for prayers to be offered on 
behalf of the recipients.  A pitcher of water was 
used to symbolize pouring oneself into 
discipleship.  A long table for communion and 
fellowship was the gathering point of the 
meaningful time. 

(Not Pictured)  Wednesday evening class of young ladies 
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 Another example of 
how God provides 

abundantly was 
shown to a church 

in tiny Fort 
Hancock, Texas 

some 230 miles to 
the west of FUMC-
Odessa.  Members 

of the downtown 
campus and The 

Bridge responded 
quickly and 

generously to an 
appeal from church 

member Chris 
Johnson to “Fill The 

Trailer.”  Chris 
asked for items on 

behalf of one of his 
employees whose family lives in Ft. Hancock and 

whose church was in need of items for a fundraiser. 
According to Chris, his employee said “Your church 

has some really nice people.” after he collected all of 
the items.  Chris went on to say, “The idea that a 

church would be asked to donate items for a 
fundraiser for another church and to receive those 

gifts in abundance, is a real testament to those who 
are receiving of the manifested love of Jesus Christ.” 

Another simple, yet meaningful,  
way to serve is to PRAY. 

  Join the prayer chain ministry by 
contacting the church office, 

 432.337.1527 

Fill The Trailer 
 For Fort Hancock  

Building Trustee Chair Chas Weatherby 
answers the call to serve his church by 
helping with routine maintenance.  Chas 
and his employee work on tightening the 
bolts that secure the pews in the 
sanctuary.  Building Trustees is the church 
committee charged with keeping all of the 
facilities in topnotch order. 

According to church 
softball member Traci 
Gregston, “It was a blast!” 
Twenty-two mighty 
Methodists spent the 
summer playing against 
other church softball 
teams as part of the 
Odessa Softball 
Association.  The Co-Ed 
team was comprised of 
Rob Barrett, Karin 
Carlson, Tony Drainer, 

Brad Dyrstad, Max Flippin, Traci & Raleigh Gregston, Alex Perez, Alicia & Tyler Press, Steve 
Riley, Tamara Stumpner, Lacey Simpson, Jennifer & Tom Trainor, Tiffany & JR Tucker, Shay 
Vanley, Katy & Brandon Wilkerson, Tiffany & Aaron Wood.  

FUMC-Odessa Co-Ed Softball Team 
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FUMC Odessa’s Boy 
Scout Troop 91 recently 
participated in the 2015 
Buffalo Council 
Camporee at Buffalo 
Trails Scout Ranch.  In 
addition to a full weekend 
of camping and cooking 
in the beautiful Davis 

Mountains, the Troop competed 
against other Boy Scout Troops 
from across West Texas in 
activities including horseback 
riding, first aid, teamwork, fire 
building, archery and rifle 
shooting.  And for the second 
year in a row, Troop 91 won the 

overall competition taking 
home First Place! 
  In April, FUMC Boy 
Scout Troop 91 camped in 
Carlsbad, NM to learn the 
fundamentals of canoeing 
- including everyone's 
favorite part:  swamping a 
canoe.  Recovering a 
swamped canoe was also 

covered, but proved to not be quite as much fun.... 
 Troop 91 meets on Thursdays at FUMC and is for boys that 
have completed the fifth grade through age 17.  For more 
information, contact Paul Lucas at 432-528-6147. 

 

FUMC-Odessa’s Boy Scout Troop 91 
was recently featured on the cover of 
Odessa Living magazine.  This 
picture was taken on the Troop's trip 
to hike Guadalupe  Peak, the tallest 
point in Texas! 

Photo:  Compliments of, and 
copyrighted by, Aaron Bedell 

Awarding Winning Boy Scout Troop 91 Reaches New Heights 

The Seekers Sunday School Class poses with 
the feast they prepared for residents of Parks 
Methodist Courtyards memory care unit.   Class 
member Bynum Vincent says it felt ‘really nice to 
be a small part of giving back to those who helped 
us all of our lives.”  More than 75 people were 
treated to the special meal.  The Seekers bring our 
mission statement to life by serving in many capacities within and outside of the church walls, including 
Christmas in Action, volunteering for VBS, photographer, communion servers and welcoming as greeters. 
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The first 
Wednesday 

of July  
found The 

Table, not at 
the 

downtown 
campus, but 
at Parks 

Methodist Retirement Village.  The 
monthly meal was delicious, as 

always, and enthusiastically savored 
by Parks residents of the 

independent care homes.  Many 
FUMC-Odessa members reside at 

Parks, with it affectionately called our 
church’s east campus.  More than 

100 hamburgers were served by the Sanctuary Choir .  Pictures show the intrepid cooks busy at 
the grill; members Dorothy and Walyn Gibson making the rounds at tables; Clarice Claiborne 
seated with daughter-in-law Sandy and grandson; choir member Lori Nelson with her sister,  

Genelle Felio.   

At the first Wednesday of August , The Table hosted the Odessa 
College Volleyball team.  Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson invited the 
team as a fun outreach to the students in their first week in Odessa.   

When 
member 
Kimberly 
Corman 
learned that 
several of 
the young 
women 
were from 

Germany, her 
introduction to 

them was spoken in 
German, much to the 
delight of the girls. The 
Table emphasizes the 
power of sitting down 
to share a meal 
together.  Grandparents 
Russell and Beverly 
Kimble were assisted in 
the their cooking and 
serving of the food by 
their granddaughters, 

Abigail and Charlotte, who were visiting for 
the summer. 

Kimberly Corman speaks in 
German to volleyball team 

Celeste & Robert Dale share 
The Table with O.C. students 

Grace Corman helps Beverly 
Kimble’s granddaughters Abigail 

and Charlotte serve food. 

Deby Rinker and grandson Tater 
enjoy the food at The Table 

Debra Meador just 
cooking away 

Marlee Williams and James 
Wilson share The Table with  
Betty Jane & Larry Johnson 
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Scan this QRC (Quick Response Code) with your smart 
phone to link to the online giving page on our website.   
Use it to make contributions, donations, or to pay for 
registrations.  
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After working 
several years 
for an oilfield 
service 
company, 
new Finance 
Director 
Marcy Ortiz 
really enjoys 
FUMC-
Odessa 
because of 

the great people.  Marcy has a BA degree from 
NMSU-Las Cruces in Business Administration, 
with minors in Management and Marketing.  
She sees the new position as a great 
opportunity and challenge.  She is the proud 
mother of two beautiful children, 12-year old 
daughter Railey and 9-year old son, Santiago.  

Marcy Ortiz 
New Finance Director 

Former Finance Director 
Mary Blain was honored 
for her dedication and 
excellent work on 
Sunday, June 28 during 
both worship service.  
During her tenure with 
FUMC-Odessa, she 
upgraded all aspects of 
our financial computer 
systems, created and 
implemented proper 

protocols for handling money that comes to the 
church, and set-up many other cost-saving 
programs.  Mary accepted a job at the Permian 
Basin Rehab Center, but continues to serve ‘her 
church’ as a usher on Sundays and as a Stephen 
Minister.  Pastor Terry Tamplen and Staff-Parish 
Relations Chair Cindy Fowler are pictured with 
Mary, as she opens her gift. 

Changes In Finance Office:  Thank You To Mary And Welcome To Marcy 

They capture some element of truth—yet they also 
miss the point in very important ways.    

Join us as we breakdown these “Half-Truths.”  

 August 16 
God Will Not Give You More Than You Can Handle 
 
August 23 
God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It 
 
August 30 
Love The Sinner, Hate The Sin 

 

They are simple phrases.  They sound Christian  
— like something you might  even find in the Bible.  
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In Memory of  
Ruth Searls 

Given by 
Builders Sunday School Class 

 
In Memory of 

Mary Lee Webb 
Given by 

Builders Sunday School Class 
 

In Memory of  
Leah Cicio 
Given by 

Tammy & Tommy Hawkins 
 
 
 

In Memory of  
Lady Hawkins 

Given by 
Doris & John Mason 

 
In Memory of  

Jimmie Anderson 
Given by 

Julie Flowers 
Children’s Clothes Closet 

In Memory of  
Lady Hawkins  

Given by 
Lynn & Randy Correa 
Shonna & Jim Harper 

 
 

In Memory of  
Dr. J. L. Sims 

Given by 
 Sue & Buddy McDonald 

 
FUMC Youth Ministries 

In Memory of  
Leah Cicio 
Given by 

Ruth Ann McQuitty 
 

FUMC Choir Fund 
In Memory of  
Lady Hawkins 

Given by 
Ruth Ann McQuitty 

�Memorials for June & July  

Isaac Joe is known throughout the Middle 
East as a faithful Christian who uses his 
music to touch lives for Christ. 
 

FREE Concert:  Friday, August 21       7:00 pm 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
4001 E. University Blvd, Odessa 

 
Please join us and support the work God is accomplishing around the world. 

One Night Special Event 

World Renowned Singer 

Brother Isaac Joe 

During both services, we will have a special time of prayer 
for our children who have started or will be starting their 
school year. We will bless them as we bless their back-
packs and as we lift up everyone involved in this school 
year. 
    Also, our youth enjoyed a great time at camp in  
Glorieta this summer. They enjoyed all of the outdoor  
activities, but they also grew spiritually through the times 
of teaching and worship. Some of our students made  
 

professions of faith and want to be baptized, so we will 
celebrate their commitment to follow Jesus Christ as  
disciples.  
    If you have never been baptized, but would like to talk 
about what it means, and possibly consider being baptized 
yourself on the 23rd, please call the Church Office to speak 
with Pastor Terry at your earliest convenience. 
   What a great day this will be! Join us as we share in 
these celebrations at FUMC Odessa! 

August 23 is Backpack and Baptism Sunday at FUMC Odessa! 
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —at LBJ Elementary 
          6401 Amber Dr.        

 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement 
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,  

INVITE them into a caring community of faith,  
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of 

Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED  
to make a difference in our church, community and world. 

FUMC WELLNESS 
 
   We invite you to join us as we “walk” to  
Bethlehem  arriving just in time for Christmas! 
 
   The Walk to Bethlehem is an imaginary 10- week 
journey that encourages participants to increase 
physical activity and experience spiritual growth and 
cultural awareness through a virtual tour to  
Bethlehem!  

   Join others in our community as we walk the 7,269 
miles from Odessa, Texas to Bethlehem, the  
birthplace of our Savior! Our journey will begin on 
Monday, September 14 with hopes of arriving in 
Bethlehem the week of Christmas.  
 
   The goal is to make exercise a regular habit and to 
enrich each walker’s spiritual journey during the  
holidays.   
 

Start forming a team!   
We will have 2 categories:  

Recreational and Competitive! 
 

Sign-up begins August 30th.   
Questions? Contact: Karin Carlson, 337-1527 or  

Karin@fumcodessa.org  
 

READY! SET! GO!  


