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   Submerged Sunday, July 24, was a joyous celebration of the five-week Vacation Bible School.  
This picture from the traditional worship service shows a chorus line of VBS team leaders and 
children singing Submerged songs under the direction of Creative Arts & Outreach Pastor Colin 
Proft, along with the Submerged Praise Band. 
    We thank the 75 volunteers for guiding the weekly average of 68 children over the 5 weeks.  
Children brought their friends.  A highlight was 4 college students and 16 youth giving back to 
the Children’s Ministry and passing onto the next generation the witness of a servant’s heart.  
God continues to build his kingdom from the depths of the Bible and width of His people  
submerged in His word together.   

S u b m e r g e d was S u p e r b!  

Welcome New Pastors 
It was with great joy that Lead Pastor Terry 
Tamplen showed off the newest members of 
the ministerial staff on Sunday, July 17.  
Veteran of 7 months, Creative Arts & Outreach 
Pastor Colin Proft is pictured with our new 
Children’s Pastor  April Cole and her husband, 
Garreth, along with Youth Pastor Caleb Eckel 
and his wife, Becky, as Terry welcomed all of 
them at the Fellowship worship service.   
  Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson, 
Congregational Care Pastor Jody Wallin, and 
The Bridge Pastor Donnie Williams complete 

our ministerial team.  All have been busy this summer preparing for an exciting and inspiring rest-
of-the-year Bible classes, small group studies, worship services, fellowship  opportunities, and 
outreach. 
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What's going on at  
Celebrate Recovery for August? 
Every Monday at 6:30 in Student Ministry Building 

August 1  LESSON-TURN    Principle 3:  Consciously choose to commit all my life and will to 
                  Christ's care and control.  "Happy are the Meek." Matthew 5:5      
August 8        TESTIMONY  
August 15  LESSON-ACTION:    Principle 3 continues. 
August 22  TESTIMONY  
August 29  LESSON-MORAL:   Principle 4:  Openly examine and confess my faults to myself, to 
         God, and to someone I trust. "Happy are the pure in heart."  
      Matthew 5:8 
  

The last Monday of every month is meal night at 6 p.m.  Come join us. 
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight." Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
 

Celebrate Recovery leaders will attend the Celebrate Recovery's 25th anniversary celebration in California at 
Saddleback Church, Aug.10-12.  The purpose of the journey is to bring back more information on growing our 
CR program here at FUMC. 

Church members who have been trained as Stephen Ministers are pictured in one of the twice a 
month continuing education classes. The focus of this study is When and How to Use Mental Health 
Resources.  Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry.  This is a ministry in which 
congregations equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to provide high-quality, 
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. Stephen Ministers are trained to be there 
for everyone in their time of need. Contact Congregational Care Pastor, Jody Wallin 
(jody@fumcodessa.org) if you know of someone needing a Stephen Minister. 

Stephen Ministry Offers One-To-One  Comfort & Healing 
 Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of    
 Christ (Galatians 6:2).   

We exist for LIFE...To Love others, INVITE them to join us as we... 

...Follow Christ, who Empowers us to make a difference. 
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Making The Most Of  Summer Vacation Keeps Students Busy 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND  
PARTICIPATION  

   “I lift up my eyes to the hills! Where does my help come 
from? My help comes from the Lord!” (Psalm 121)  
   The past year has been a season of transition for FUMC as 
we have gone through hiring processes for new staff leader-
ship in the Finance Manager position, a Creative Arts and  
Outreach Pastor, as well as Children and Youth Ministry  
Pastors at FUMC.  
   I am pleased to report that we have outstanding leadership 
in each of these positions! Marcy Ortiz is our new Finance 
Manager as of June 1, 2015. Colin Proft is our Creative Arts 
and Outreach Pastor as of January 1, 2016. Caleb Eckel is our 
new Youth Pastor as of June 1. April Cole is our new  
Children’s Pastor as of July 1. I am super excited to have 
these new leaders on our staff at FUMC! They are already 
making a huge difference in the life of our congregation! 
   I want to thank you for your prayers that were such a  
significant part of these hiring processes. I also want to thank 
our Staff-Parish Relations Committee, our Church Council, 
many other Church leaders and the parents of our children and 
youth for the time and energy they gave to participating in the 
interview processes. We also had several families in our  
congregation who hosted meals in their homes and provided 
an enjoyable space for get-togethers with our candidates.  

   Special thanks to Karin Carlson, our Connections Pastor. 
She devoted so much time and energy to the oversight of our  
Children’s and Youth ministries during the past 10 months 
while we were searching for new staff leadership in those  
positions. Special thanks also to Jody Wallin for helping out 
with so many of the responsibilities that come up with our 
buildings and computers. All of our staff helped out in any way 
needed to keep us strong during this interim time. Of course, 
thanks to God who is always faithful to bless us when we pray 
like everything depends on God and work like everything  
depends on us.  
   I also want you to thank you for your faithfulness in giving. I 
am encouraged to report that as we concluded the second 
quarter of our operating/ministry budget year, we were just 
about where we needed to be from a financial standpoint. At 
50% of the way through the year we had received 45% of the 
funds we will require to fulfill this year’s budget. Let’s continue 
to be consistent in our giving and catch up if we need to and 
are able. 
   I’m really excited about moving forward into the second half 
of 2016. Our staff team is complete and I know you are with us 
in this incredible adventure of faith God has called us to as the 
body of Christ – being Jesus to the world around us! 
To God be the glory,  
Pastor Terry 

Take Me Out To The Ballgame wasn’t just a song for our youth group.  They are pictured here at 
the July  Rockhounds Baseball Game in Midland.   

“I’ve really enjoyed all the fun actives we’ve done at youth group this summer.”  Kallan Grewell, 8th grade at Nimitz 
  We’ve had a great summer so far, going to Rockhounds games (three already, I keep getting free tickets 
from generous congregants), Joyland Amusement Park and a Sockers soccer game.  Also Sunday school 
and worship service attendance has been on the rise this summer among youth.  It has been awesome  
getting to know the youth and their families both during the “FUN” actives, but also in the one-on-one 
hangouts and lunches.  Thank you for 
all of your support and the overwhelm-
ing love we have received as a youth 
ministry! Caleb Eckel, Youth Pastor  

Echo Student Ministry  
Check out all of the fun & fellowship at  

Echo Student Ministry FaceBook, TheBoathouse.Grace 
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O ur children’s 
department has 

been busy serving 
within the church and 
our community!  
  We went to the 
Midland Baptist Crisis 
Center on Thursday, 
July14 and helped 
unload their food truck, 
tag clothing, assist 
families as they came 

in needing clothing, and also fulfill food orders for 
people needing assistance. We took at total of 13 
children ranging from kindergarten all the way 
though fifth grade. After we had left Russell Cowan, 
the director of the Crisis Center, called me and said 
the following: “I was VERY impressed at how well 
your group served here, especially since they were 
young (Kinder-5th). They worked hard, served hard, 
didn’t complain, and worked together without 
arguing. FUMC is hands down one of the best 
volunteer groups we’ve had come in and help." 

  On Sunday, July 17, we assisted the 
Samaritans By Grace here in the church 
where we handed out sack lunches and 
bottles of water to the homeless during 
the Sunday School hour. This is a 
service project that we will participate 
in every third Sunday from now on to 
help the children learn to be servants 
even at a young age.  
  On Monday, July 25, we went to the 
West Texas Food Bank and helped with 
the FUMC Food Pantry. The students 
helped stock the shelves and were also 
given a tour of the new facility. If you 
have never gone and helped with the 

Food Pantry, you are missing out! Our church 
serves there every second and fourth Monday from 
9-10:30 a.m.   
   We celebrate the end of summer with a Back to 
School Swim Party, Saturday, Aug 13.  
Finally, to foster healthy relationships for our 
parents, the ever-popular Parent’s Night Out 
begins Friday, August 19.  It will continue through 
the school year on every third Friday from 6:00 to 
8:30pm; $5 per child.   
—Yours In Christ, April Cole, Children’s Pastor 

Serving at the Midland Baptist Crisis Center  

Before heading to Noel Heritage Plaza on Sunday, July 17, Samaritans By Grace team leader Chas Weatherby tells the children the history of the outreach ministry.  SBG members Robert & Celeste Dale and 
Don Wright stand in the background, having completed preparing the sack lunches.  The children ‘circle up’ for prayer with th
water.  The kids quickly went to work handing out sacks and bottles of water and offering a friendly smile.

Serving at the 
FUMC Food 

Pantry 
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team leader Chas Weatherby tells the children the history of the outreach ministry.  SBG members Robert & Celeste Dale and 
Don Wright stand in the background, having completed preparing the sack lunches.  The children ‘circle up’ for prayer with those waiting in the plaza for the weekly serving of sack lunches and distribution of 
water.  The kids quickly went to work handing out sacks and bottles of water and offering a friendly smile. 

Starting August 28th Children’s Ministry  
will launch new Sunday school material for 
EVERY age group, from babies all the way 
through 5th grade.  Pastor April Cole 
wants parents to know that they aren't just 

dropping their children off in a nursery while they attend church, but that their child(ren), no matter 
the age, will be taught about Jesus as well. She desires FUMC to be known as a place where ALL 
ages learn about Jesus and where we raise up a generation of servant leaders.  Each grade, even 
our babies, will receive a CD of music that will be taught during Sunday school. Preschool through 
5th grade will also have a parent’s page and/or something to put on their fridge that has Scripture 
and different topics to discuss throughout the week, helping take discipleship from the church to 
the home.  

New Sunday School Curriculum for Nursery through 5th Grade  

Wednesday, August 24 from 6-8 p.m. is the  
official start of FUMC’s mid-week Children's  
Ministry. First grade through fifth grade will be  
doing Bible Drill, Skills, and Thrills where they will 
learn the basics of the Bible, the books of the  
Bible, 25 verses, 10 key passages, and develop a 
foundation for Christian living.   
   Our Preschool and Kindergarten will be going 
through the Bible using the Betty Luken Flannel 
Board Bible. They will have a story and activity 
page each week. 

Mid-week Children’s Ministry 
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Lots of birthdays were celebrated at the 
monthly Spice of Life luncheon.  Those 
honored for a July & August birthday are 
Marlene Moss, Jean Heggemeier, Barbara 
Janssen, An Ell Crudup, Steve Meador, 
Beverly Kimble, and Genie Miller.  
Congregational Care Pastor Jody Wallin 
topic of the program was “How To Be 
Sane In An Insane World.” We do this by 
focusing on God and not the worldly 
things around us. "Let your gentleness 
show in your treatment of all 
people...Don't be anxious about anything; 

rather, bring up all your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with 
giving thanks. Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your 
hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:4-9. This key verse reveals the 
secret of finding peace and sanity. Following Jesus instead of our own selfish desires 

is the essential thing to do in order to have peace in the midst of all the insanity the world throws our 
way. 

(L) Creative Arts & Outreach Pastor Colin 
Proft and (R) Youth Pastor Caleb Eckel and 
wife Becky joined FUMC by transfer of 
membership on July 17.   
 
Not pictured: Neal Janek transferred his 
membership from St. Luke’s United  
Methodist Church on June 22.  Jayne and 
Bernie Sedate transferred their membership 
from another denomination and join FUMC 
on July 31.  

Welcome New Members 

It is time for the annual United 
Methodist Women’s Salad  
Luncheon. This meeting focuses 
on membership so be sure to bring 
a guest! The salad luncheon is on 
Thursday August 11 at 11:30 am 
in the Fellowship Dining Room. We 
are blessed to  
welcome Rev. Donnie Williams as 

our speaker this year and he will give an  
update regarding  the progress of The Bridge 
construction as well as all the great plans they 
have for the future. You won’t want to miss it! 

What is the UMW?   
It’s Women with a Purpose! 

"United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of  

women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; to  

develop a creative, supportive  
fellowship; and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in the 
global  ministries of the church."   

UMW Annual Salad Luncheon  



Page 7 FirstUMC-ODESSA CULTIVATOR 

Memorial 

Children’s Clothes Closet  
 In Memory of  

Jack Duke 
given by the  

Wesley Sunday School Class  

The CORNERSTONE Sunday School Class is asking for donations of “Love Pack” supplies. A 
“Love Pack” is one  day of non-perishable food along with water and a hand wipe. These packs 
are handed out to our homeless community. The items needed are: 
 
  Vienna Sausage-small cans  Peanuts pack 
  Raisins box     Cheese Crackers pack    
  Peanut Butter pack   Trail Mix pack 
  Apple Sauce (individual)   Cookie snack pack 
  Hand wipe cloths    6 oz water bottles  
 
Items can be brought  to either the Traditional or Fellowship Worship service for the next two 
Sundays or to the church office during the week. These packs are a great way to make an impact 
on our homeless community in this area. Thanks for your help! 

Will You Help?   Love Pack Items Needed: 
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —at LBJ Elementary 
          6401 Amber Dr.        

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission 
Statement 

We exist for LIFE… 
To Love others, Invite them to join us as we Follow 

Christ, who Empowers us to make a difference. 

Youth Ministry                      Children’s Ministry                     


