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Vibrant Future Based On 125 Year Old Firm Foundation 

A ccording to church 
archives, Methodists 

have worshipped in Ector 
County since 1890. 
To celebrate 125 years of 
continued service to God, a 
joyful Sunday is planned 
for November 15.   
  When Senior Pastor Terry 
Tamplen asked Susie 
Williams to coordinate all 
of the activities, she looked to our strong musical 
program for inspiration.  Susie quips that it isn’t 
easy finding a word to rhyme with One-Two-Five 
(125), but the jazz phrase “Jump and Jive” came to 
mind. “Our church is known for the great music and 
thought that it would inspire people of all ages to 
come celebrate our 125th year in a party style 
atmosphere!” 
  Today’s FUMC-Odessa is jumping with all kinds 
of activities and ministries as we live out our 
mission statement of LIFE: Love others; Invite 
them to join us as we Follow Christ; who 

Empowers us to make a difference in our church, 
                                                                  
 
 
 

our community, and our 
world. 
   November 15 will be a 
day to honor our past 125 
years and also a day to 
affirm our future with the 
traditional Consecration 
Sunday observation.         
  There will be one 
worship service in the 
sanctuary at 10:00 a.m.  A 

congregational group photograph taken in front of 
the church will follow the worship service.  After 
the group picture is taken, a catered lunch will be 
served in the Fellowship Center.  According to 
Susie, many fun things are planned for everyone to 
enjoy.  Her prayer for the church is a prayer of 
thanksgiving and  praise: “Please bless your church, 
FUMC - Odessa, as we strive to continue to worship 
and spread the word of your love and the gift of 
your Son, Jesus.  Give us the ability to touch others 
who are in need, that they may find love, friendship, 
healing, and blessing through these doors and that 
you sustain us  during the many changes of our 
world for the next 125 years and beyond.  We are 
grateful Father, for our blessing and the ability to 
worship you through the wonderful gift of this 
Church.  AMEN” 

Church artifacts:  Finance Director Marcy 
Ortiz holds the Handy Day Book and 
Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson 
displays a wood model of the original 
1903 ‘little white church.’ The model was 
created by the late Theron Nettleton.   

125th Celebration 
November 15 at 10:00 a.m.   

Events Schedule 

� Inspiring Music & Awesome Worship 

� Sanctify New Altar Bible 
� Signing of the Bible by members 
� Church Vision Update 

� Holy Communion  
� Congregation Photograph 

� Promenade to Catered Lunch 

� Musical Serenades 
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T he New Beginnings/
Faith Circle September 

meeting was a colorful fall 
celebration with decorations 
by Julie Brown and an array 
of food by Marlene Moss.  
Marsha Melton opened the 
meeting with a devotional 
titled “The Purpose of Prayer” by Oswald Chambers.  
The devotional reminded us, prayer was working 
miracles in a person’s inner nature and the way we get 
to know God Himself. 
   Nancy Sims presented the program on Kids Hope 
USA.  This program has provided our church a special 
bond with Cavazos Elementary School.  Through this 
program, we send mentors to work with elementary 
students.  The mentors form life changing relationships 
with the students.  The motto of the program is one 
hour, one child, one church, and one school.  Nancy 
explained the problems faced by today’s students are 
more difficult than previous generations.  A majority of 
the time spent with the students focuses on relationships 

with math and reading sprinkled in.  Nancy Sims and 
Tammy Hawkins spoke of how rewarding the program 
is personally, seeing your mentee succeed.  To 
participate in Kids Hope, there is a three hour training 
and background check.  The teachers and counsellors 
send referrals so Kids Hope can set up a mentor.   The 
program is always welcoming new mentors and at this 
time there is a need for men in the program.  Nancy said 
another important part of the program is the “prayer 
partner”.  The prayer partner works behind the scene, 
and checks weekly with the mentor for special prayer 
needs.  Nancy encouraged us to continue to pray for the 
program. 
    The United Methodist Women meet monthly and for 
a time of learning about our relationship to God through 
missions, personal experiences and our relationship to 
one another.  UMW is open to all women.  For more 
information contact: Jean Heggemeier 563-4444, Gene 
Johnson 349-3448, or the church office.  
 – Cathy McKelvain    

N ovember 12, 1965, was a catastrophic 
day in the history of our church.  A fire 

swept through the sanctuary and the west 
education wing, destroying much of the 
building and most of the documents of sixty 
years of existence.  One of the surviving 
record books is kept in the current church 
vault.  It is the Handy Day-Book.  This ledger 
book has the handwritten minutes of meetings 
of the Women’s Home Mission Society 
beginning August 2, 1911, with the last entry 
written about the monthly meeting on 

November 1923.  
  Through the years,  the 
Women’s Home Mission 
Society changed its name to 
the Women Society of 
Christian Service.  In 1973, 
the W.S.C.S. changed its 
name to United Methodist Women.  The name 
of the organization has changed throughout 
the decades, but the dedication of the women 
never falters, keeping the faith with the simple 
act of a monthly meeting to do God’s work. 

This photo shows the minutes of the  
January 1916 meeting. 

125 Years of  Service   To Others Continues
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T he Ministry 
Moment on 

Sunday, October 18, 
focused on Kids Hope 
USA.  For more than 
five years, members 
from our church serve 
as mentors to students 
at Cavazos Elementary 
school.  Church 
member Stewart Mann 
is seen here with 
Pastor Terry Tamplen.  
Stewart, a teacher at 

Cavazos, shared how Kids Hope makes a 
difference in the lives of the students in his 
school.  He thanked the congregation for 
supporting Kids Hope and also for the many 
other ways our church reaches out to the far 
west Odessa school.   

Outreach Pastor Karin 
Carlson says doing 
things at Cavazos is 
truly reaching our 
mission field.  This year, 
church members painted 
the school cafeteria.  
Gene Johnson and 
Wanda Shugart are 
pictured setting up 
welcome tokens for 
teachers on their first day back at work.  Russell 
Kimble and FUMC members also helped 
prepare and serve breakfast and a monthly lunch 
for three teachers.  The overwhelming response 
of the congregation filled many gathering cans 
and boxes of school supplies. The supplies are 
for Cavazos’ teachers who can use them in their 
classrooms or to give to students in need of 

basic learning tools. 

Cavazos educators and staff gather for breakfast on first day of back-to-work. 

Pastor Karin Carlson with 
teacher and church  

member Jackie Schlueter. 

   Stewart Mann in 
his Cavazos  
classroom 

Back-to-School Supplies ready to be delivered to 
Cavazos Elementary 

125 Years of  Service   To Others Continues 
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For All The Saints Who From Their Labors Rest  
               — United Methodist Hymn #711 

The eleven members who passed 
away during the last year were 
celebrated on November 1,  All 
Saints' Day.  According to the United 
Methodist Church website,  All 
Saints' Day is a time to remember 
Christians of every time and place, 

honoring those who lived faithfully 
and shared their faith with us. 
  United Methodists call people 
"saints" because they exemplified 
the Christian life. In this sense, every 
Christian can be considered a saint. 
—www.umc.org/what-we-believe 

Morris Bates 
Mildred Young Bridwell 

Ramesh Christian 
Leah Diane Cicio 

Lowell Stanley Duncan 
Minette “Minnie” Goodman 

Lady Lou Terry Hawkins 
Ted Hogan, Sr. 

Ruth Searls 
Joe Brooks White 

Katherine Louise Wood 

Children’s Center Annual 

Halloween Trick-or-Treat. 

The Halloween Trick-or-Treat 
was a huge success for the Children’s Center!  
Several volunteer parents helped judge the three 
best costumes!  They looked for character,  
originality, and theme.  First place went to Jinger 

Jones as a “Dancing Star,” for originality,  
second place went to the Ruiz 
Family, “Super Mario Brothers 
Family,” for theme, and third 
place went to Greyson Landers, 
as “Mickey Mouse,” for character! 
Everyone had fun handing out 
candy and fellowshipping with 
one another!   

Jane Reid is honored as 
the October Birthday girl 

at Spice of Life.  
Congregational Care 

Pastor Jody Wallin holds 
the delicious birthday 

cake. 
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H ere are excerpts from a history of our church written in 1950.  The author is unknown; this 
was printed in a worship service bulletin.  

 “In the 1917 Conference Journal, which is the earliest we have been able to obtain, the report is 
given for the entire Odessa circuit, but for sake of comparison, we will give these figures to show 
something of the growth which this church has made during these first fifty years of this 
organization.  In 1917, the total membership was 115.  The total amount of monies collected for 
the support of the church during that year was $1,021.00. 
  In 1925, the circuit included Odessa and Barstow.  Total membership for the charge was 
reported as 95.  Total amount raised for that year was $1,156.00.” 
  On Thursday, October 22, 2015, the annual Church Charge Conference was conducted in the 
chapel.  Charge conference is a yearly reporting of facts and figures relating to what is occurring 
at each congregation within the New Mexico Conference.  Here are our latest statistics: 

 
 
In other action, Congregational Care Pastor Jody Wallin was re-affirmed as a Certified Lay 
Minister.  Discipleship Pastor Karin Carlson was also re-affirmed to continue her candidacy  to 
become an ordained Deacon. 

  2013 2014 2015, to date 

Membership 1,148 1,164 1,195 

Worship average 338 360 379 

Sunday Sch. average 172 172 177 

New Members 45 30 52 

Contributions $1,082,610.45 $980,396.79 $1,041,363.65 

    Momentum Campaign $1,402,157.38 

    The Bridge    $180,418.22 

    Other    $228,641.10 

Annual Charge Conference Shows Continued Growth 

Echo Student Ministry Ninja Night  
Every fall students from Odessa come to First United Methodist 
Church for an outreach event called Ninja Night. Some come 
dressed in all black and some even dressed as ninjas. The night  
revolves around games played in the dark. The fellowship center is 
transformed into a black-light dodgeball area. The main building 
serves as a course for games like Hide-n-Go 
seek or Sardines. It is a huge outreach for the  
students’ ministry as we often see so many new 
faces. This year’s event was a huge success! 
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Adding To Our History:  Baptisms, New Members, Births 

Marjorie & Bill Jackson joined 
August 9, by transfer of  
membership from another  
denomination.  They are active 
with the FUMC Food Pantry and 
Builder’s Sunday School Class 

Annie Weiss joined  
August 9 by  
Profession of Faith.  
Annie is active in the 
Mosaic’s Sunday 
School Class. 

Britani and Simon Severance watch as Pastor Terry 
presents daughter Ilona Mae to the congregation 
after her baptism, October 4.  Simon holds big 
sister, Sasha, in his arms.  Proud godmother Olivia 
Tonnous joins the baptismal celebration.  Britani 
and Simon joined the church in 2013 and are active 
in Samaritans By Grace ministry. 

Guy Montgomery Brazile is surrounded by his 
loving family after his baptism on October 18.  
Father Colby holds Guy and mother Lisa 
holds sister Eve.  Big brother Jack is standing 
in front row.  Proud grandparents are Susie 
and Danny Schnaubert and Jeff and Kim 
Skinner.  Lisa and Colby joined the church in 
2007 and are active in the Mosaic Sunday 
School Class. Welcome New Members 

 

Charlie Emerson 
July 30, 2015 

Proud Parents are Lee & Brett Emerson 
Proud Grandparents are Jo & Mike Forrest 

 
Elliott Joseph Apple 
September 28, 2015 

Proud Parents are Mackenzie & Brett Apple 
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Stay Connected! 
Do you want to stay  
connected to FUMC when 
you cannot attend church?  
Join us for Live Streaming at 

9:00 Traditional and at 11:00 Worship at the  
Fellowship Center.  Follow us @FUMCOdessaTx.  
This begins at the 125th Anniversary promenade, 
November 15. 
 

Instructions on How to Use Periscope 

1.Make sure you have a Twitter Account. 
2.Go to the app store and Download the  
 Periscope App (Free!) 
3.Open app! 
4.It will ask you to Sign In To Twitter. 
5.Then Follow @FUMCOdessaTx  
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Memorials 
In Memory of  

Dorothy & Tom Melton 
Given by 

Marcy & Chas Weatherby 
 

In Memory of  
Neysa Powell 

Given by 
Marcy & Chas Weatherby 

 
In Memory of  
Mike Wilson 

Given by 
Gary Wilson 

 
In Memory of  
Eileen Hind 

Given by 
Grace King 

 
In Memory of  

Katherine Louise Wood 
Given by 

Sherry & Richard Buck 
Mary Blain 

Julie & Ron Watson 
 
 

� 
 

The Bridge Building Fund 
In Memory of  

Katherine Louise Wood 
Given by 

Mr.& Mrs. Ron Sewell, Mr.& Mrs. Collin 
Sewell, Mr.& Mrs. Paul Crump, & the 

Sewell Ford family. 
Beverly Martin 

Given by 
Mrs. Beth Curry 

Anita Elms 
Cathy & James Wright 

Debra & Roy Allen 
LCA 

Janice & Mike Foutz 
Gloria & LaDoyce Lambert 

Donna & David Duree 
Johnson, Miller & Co.,P.C. & Odessa Tax Dept. 

Patty & Phillip Godwin 
Sondra & Toby Eoff 
Betty & Baird Green 

Bridget & P.A. Lyon III 
The McKnight Family 

Janet & Lonnie Lawrence 
Glenn R. Brown & Mary Vanderburg 

Ralaine & James Greene 
Teresa & Stacy Trotter 

Richard Gillham 
Vala & Dan Cravy 

Judy & Ray Clements 
Trina Moralez & La Margarita Family 

Grace King 
Susie Williams 
Randy Wilson 

Children’s Clothes Closet 
In Memory of  

Aurea Greenfield 
Given by 

Lynn & Randy Correa 
 

In Memory of  
Sabrina Hernandez 

Given by 
Lynn & Randy Correa 

 
FUMC Food Pantry 

In Memory of  
Larry Little 

Given by 
 Sue & Buddy McDonald 

 

� 
 

Honorariums 
In Honor of  

Bradley Trey Watts 
 Given by 

LeeAnn & Wayne Johnson 
 

� 

�Memorials for August, September, and October  

 

 

  

Sheri & Jack Wood 
for the loss of Sheri’s step-father  

Antonio “Tony” Gennaro 

 
 
 
 

  Shay & Jeremiah Vanley;  
Luke and Camille 

  for the loss of Jeremiah’s father 
Alfred Monroe “Ace” Vanley 

 
 
 
 

Kalpana Christian 
for the loss of her husband 

Ramesh Christian 
 
 
 
 

Debbie & Ron Westenburg 
for the loss of Ron’s brother 

Eldon Westenburg 

Clay Wood, Sheri & Jack Wood,  
Vicki & Greg Wood, and Don & 

Tanya Wood 
for the loss of Clay’s wife, and Jack, 

Greg & Don’s mother 
Louise Wood 

 
 
 

Doris Duncan 
for the loss of her husband 

Stanley Duncan 
 
 
 
 

The Friends and Family of 
Ted Hogan, Sr. 

 
 
 
 

Doris Ann White and  
Kerry & Lyn Geisler 

for the loss of Doris Ann’s husband, 
and Lyn’s father 

Joe White 

Joni & Bynum Vincent and  
Robbie & Dan Brazelton 

for the loss of  
Joni and Robbie’s mother 

Minnette “Minnie” Goodman 
 

Britani & Simon Severance,  
Ilona & Sasha 

for the loss of Simon’s father 
Jeffery Severance 

 
Craig “Doc” Cody 
for the loss of his son 

Craig D. Cody 

With Sympathy To 
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Enjoy The Cultivator Online 

First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating” the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —at LBJ Elementary 
          6401 Amber Dr.        

 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa Mission Statement 
We exist to LOVE our neighbors,  

INVITE them into a caring community of faith,  
where we grow together as authentic FOLLOWERS of 

Jesus Christ, who are EMPOWERED  
to make a difference in our church, community and world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FUMC WELLNESS 
The 7,260 mile journey from Odessa to 
Bethlehem began September 28.  We will 
end our virtual journey on December 6.  
During the 10 week journey, you are asked to 
combine prayers and scriptures with your 
physical activity.  Adding everyone’s efforts 
together, we will walk the distance to 
Bethlehem. 

What counts as a mile? 
2,000 steps = 1 mile 

20 minutes of exercise = 1 mile 
20 minutes of spiritual disciplines = 2 miles 

 
WEEKS 1-4 TOTAL: 2,158 MILES! 

 
Join The Journey by contacting Karin Carlson, 

Karin@fumcodessa.org. 

The Ten-Week Journey has a different  
scripture focus each week. 

Week 1:  New Beginnings  Luke 1:39-42 
Health tip:  gauging intensity of activity by how you feel 

Week 2:  The Ripple Maker  Matthew 9:35 
Health tip:  eating for good health 

Week 3:  Preparing The Feet  John 12:3 
Health tip:  adequate fluid intake 

Week 4:  Beautiful Feet  Isaiah 52:7 
Health tip:  caring for your feet 
Week 5:  Labor   Luke 2:6-7 

Health tip:  coping with the stresses of the 
Christmas season 

Week 6:  Ohana  Galatians 3:26-29 
Health tip:  social support 

Week 7:  Being Awakened!  Luke 2:15 
Health tip:  sleep hygiene 

Week 8:  The Light Of The World  Isaiah 9:2 
Health tip:  eye protection when exercising 

Week 9:  The Light Of The World Part II  John 8:12 
Health tip:  sunscreen and skin cancer 

Week 10:  Prince Of Peace  Isaiah 9:6 
 


