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   Talk about a great time for some family fun at “Sunday Sundaes” on September 20th!   I am so 
grateful for the time together with families from Asbury UMC Odessa.  The children and youth 
were able to enjoy a game of “Minute to Win It” ice cream challenge.  
   We look forward to seeing everyone next month at Asbury United Methodist on Oct. 27 for their 
Halloween festival.  — Melanie Taylor, Associate Family Ministry Director 

Sunday Sundaes Serves Up Super Fun 

Continued on page 5 

E ver wonder what’s the name of the 
person who always sits in front of you 

in worship, but you are too embarrassed to 
ask because they always know your name? 
Can’t remember whether you’re up-to-
date on your church pledge? 
Need the address of a small group 
member, but your class roster is at home? 
Well, the most recent update to our 
church’s on-line information is just what 
you have been seeking.   
Senior Pastor’s administrative assistant, 
Sylvia Watts, is in charge of coordinating 
church membership information with 
church members.  Now you can request an 

email to be sent to you (one per family). 
The email from no-reply@servantpc.com  
with the subject line First United 
Methodist Church Member Portal Access.  
The instructive email says “First United 
Methodist Church has given you access to 
manage your family profile online. To get 
started follow this link Manage My Family 
where you can create a password and login 
today.  Once logged in, you will be able to view 
and edit your family and individual profiles. Be 
sure to bookmark this page for easy access to 
your family profile anytime.”   
 

New Church Database—The New System is called Servant Keeper 

Sylvia Watts is updating 
membership info. 

mailto:ro-reply@servantpc.com
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/fumcodessa/create-password/vm09zJtqe4OFsn4nSz5Pqu4ZzqhbfPorc72_AmritOk
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A bout four and a half years 
ago, my family and I took a 

road trip in which we shared our 
vacation time with dear friends.  
The first half of the trip took us 
to South Dakota where we met 
friends from Ruidoso and took in 
sights like Mt. Rushmore and 
Sturgis.  We left through the 
badlands and made our way to 

meet our Albuquerque neighbors in Milwaukee to 
begin a week of time on the farms and countryside of 
Wisconsin.  While we were in Milwaukee though, I 
wanted to attend worship in the church I was baptized 
in and that my mother, father and I called home at the 
beginning of my life.  It was located just across from 
the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee campus and 
occupied a beautiful area in the city. 
  We moved away from there when I was too young to 
remember it, but I recall my parents sharing stories 
about the life and vitality of the church.  They recalled 
that it was a busy place where people came from all 
over to worship, to serve, and to enjoy the fellowship 
that was prevalent in that community.  I suppose I was 
expecting something similar when we went to visit 
that morning. 
  When we got to church, I don’t recall seeing anyone 
around as we walked in the doors.  As we made our 
way around its campus, we noticed the old 
classrooms, the obligatory church basement, and a 
gym that was being used as a very large storage area.  
It was obvious that many of these areas hadn’t been 
used in decades.  In fact, when we entered the 
sanctuary, the large balcony evidently had not been 
used in a very long time.  Between my family and our 
Albuquerque friends, we ended up comprising a full 
third of the worship attendance that morning! 
  I share this because when I spoke with my father 
about our experience later, my description did not fit 
his experience with the very same church.  Sunday 
mornings, the balcony was filled, the classrooms were 

busy, and joy and laughter filled the halls.  It appears 
the church I was baptized in had lost its will to reach 
people for Christ. 
  I am grateful that isn’t the case here at First UMC!  
Instead, we are constantly looking for new ways to 
engage and impact our community and church for the 
sake of Jesus Christ!  Our growing children’s and 
youth programs, vibrant small groups, and substantial 
mission and service outreach point to a healthy and 
impactful community!  And we aren’t stopping there! 
   For the past few months, a small group of leaders 
have been meeting to dream about possibilities 
regarding the properties we own across the street and 
potential building plans.  Already, substantial gifts 
have been received to make a huge impact in our 
efforts!  Currently, we are looking to contract an 
architect that will help us develop a master plan and 
concept drawing that will encompass the dreams and 
needs of our church, both current and future.  We 
hope to have some of these drawings available to the 
church in the very near future and to share some of the 
thoughts that have developed through prayer and 
discernment.  But one thing seems clear – the vision 
that we adopt for such a project cannot be about the 
structure we build, but must focus on desired outcome 
we to seek accomplish.  While the structures and 
ministries will be essential, it is the difference in 
people’s lives that will be the measuring stick of our 
efforts. 
  Our church is uniquely situated to reach a large array 
of people through a variety of experiences and 
ministry opportunities!  I invite you to pray for God’s 
guidance as we discern together the multitude of ways 
we might reach out into our community and provide a 
safe place for people to be introduced to a relationship 
with Christ!  I am so excited for you to see the many 
ways being explored to be more effective in reaching 
out to live out the Great Commission to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ!  And may God ignite in 
each of us a fire of invitation to a world in need of the 
hope of Jesus Christ!—Pastor Todd 

Todd Salzwedel 

Follow the six marks of discipleship: 
 
(Loving God)  Praying Daily-will pray each day,  
privately, and with my family or with friends. 

 
(Loving God) Worshipping Weekly-I will attend  
worship each week unless prevented by illness. 

 
(Loving Others) Reading Scripture-I will read and 
study the Scriptures regularly. 

 
(Loving Others) Creating Community-I will become 
an active participant in a small group to further my  

spiritual journey and share the love of Christ with 
others. 

 
(Serving Others) Serving Others-I will volunteer in 
ministry at FUMC and in the larger community to  
care for others and as a witness to faith in Christ. 

 
(Serving Others) Giving Generously-I will commit 
to giving back to the church a portion of what God 
has so graciously given to me. This includes my 
time, my talent, and my financial resources. The 
biblical standard of a tenth of everything (the tithe) 
will be my goal. 

Discipleship Covenant—October Stewardship  
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ECHO youth had guest speaker 
Tyson Voigt, DMA (Doctorate of 
Musical Arts) share his testimony on 
September 25.  Tyson and his wife, 
Jennifer, serve at FUMC as co-
worship leaders at the 11am 
Fellowship worship service.  It was 
really great to see the youth connect 
with Tyson's struggles with his faith, 
family and finding a church home.  

  After the testimony, Tyson 
connected with all three small 
groups, the 6-7th graders named the 
Umi Zumies, the 8-9th graders 
named the Breakfast Club and the  
10-12th graders named the Autobots, 
for a Q&A session.  A BIG THANK 
YOU goes out to Tyson Voigt for 
sharing and connecting with us at 
ECHO! — Caleb Eckel, Director 
Family Ministry 

October 2019 God’s Grace For All Nations 

Students will explore the biblical account of Jonah’s life and be challenged to recognize choices Jonah 
made to learn God’s Ways Are Best.  They will be encouraged to consider personal choices they can 
make each day to demonstrate an understanding for living God’s way. 

ELEMENTARY THROUGH ADULT –  Jonah 

 

 
 
 

Oct. 6 Oct. 13 Oct. 20 Oct. 27 

God Pursues the 
Disobedient 

God Answers 
Prayer 

God Forgives 
the Repentant 

God Shows  
Compassion 

Jonah 1: 1-17 Jonah 2: 1-10 Jonah 3: 1-10 Jonah 4: 1-11 

PRESCHOOL – Jonah 

 

The study of Jonah is much more than a fish tale.  The book of Jonah is a demonstration of God’s 
relentless pursuit to save people.  Students will discern the effort God makes to show His grace to those 
who are disobedient and His eagerness to forgive those who repent.  Students can also examine how God 
desires to bring people of all nations to Himself and as a result take an active role in world evangelism. 

New Worship Leader shares his Journey with Youth 
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Praises and thanks to our church on 
helping our refugees from The 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
 They thank you for all the clothes, all 
the bedding, all the towels, washers and 
dryers, furniture, cash donations, pots 
and pans, microwaves, carpets, dishes, 
food, and three rent free houses. 
Our church also provides a place to 
worship, a friendly smile and a hug, 
keyboard, support and prayer. 
God is Blessing our church. 

Update On Homes For Congo Refugees 

“BEFORE” photo of front door and windows 
on church work-weekend in July. 

“AFTER” photo of new front door and 
windows in September. 

“AFTER” photos of the new bathroom and 
updated kitchen at the home on Pleasant St. 
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  According to Sylvia, information such as your 
address and phone number are not accessible by 
the general public, but is accessible only to 
church members who have signed up…and only 
if you desire to make it available to church 
members.  Access to the directory comes only 
through a request via an email to join and that 
permission is provided through the church office.   
You set up your own password, a password that 
no one else will know. 
  The on-line church directory takes the place of 
the old-fashioned printed directory in several 
ways.  First of all, you can upload the 
photographs of your choosing for you and family 
members.  This provides “a face with the name” 
for those of us who can’t remember who is who. 
Secondly, you have the option of what info you 
want others to know, such as your home address 
or telephone numbers.  From your membership 
page, you can click on “Visit First United 
Methodist Church’s Directory” to see other 

members; use the password for our church of 
fumcodessa.  
   Another convenience provided by the on-line 
church directory is the ability to handle financial 
matters by clicking on the tab, Giving History.  
You can “write a check” for a memorial or your 
tithe by clicking on Give Now.  You can easily 
track your giving throughout the year by clicking 
on the tab, Overview, Detail, and  Pledging; no 
one has access to this information but you. 
  A convenience of the technological age:  after 
you login and set your password, the church 
directory is now accessible on your smart phone, 
your computer, or your tablet, https://
servantkeeper.com/fumcodessa.  If you are so 
inclined, you can even print it. 
  Pastor Todd is hopeful this new technology will 
better connect our members with each other so 
that we can better serve our church, our 
community and others.  Contact Sylvia or Susan 
at 432.337.1527 to sign up—Betsy Triplett-Hurt 

Continued from page 1 

Here is sample page of member profile.  The “Edit” feature allows you to prove the  
information that you want others to see.  If you are concerned about personal privacy, 
the bottom box, “Directory Visibility” allows you to update your information, but have it 
viewed only by church staff. 
The tabs in the upper left corner allow you to review your financial information and your 
involvement in church activities. 

https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/fumcodessa/login#/profiles
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/fumcodessa/login#/profiles
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We exis t  for  L IFE.. .To LOVE others,  INVITE them to  jo in  us as we FOLLOW Christ...            ...who Empowers us to make a difference in our 

Who and Where is God? 
Amid a world where suffering and death are universally 
present, the questions are inevitable and necessary.   
Who is God? 
Where is God? 
What is God doing? 
Such questions express the longing within the human 
spirit for some transcendent presence and meaning.  
Television daily brings anguished scenes of traumatic 
suffering into our homes. Needless starvation, 
unnecessary poverty, senseless violence and incurable 
diseases challenge our belief in God who is both 
powerful and compassionate. 
Where is God?  Surely God is other than one who 
simply views human tragedy from a detached distance.  
Questions about the nature, purpose and presence of 
God run throughout the Holy Scripture.  The Psalms 
contain more laments than praise as the psalmists bare 
their souls to God:  “How long, O Lord?  Will you 
forget me forever?  How long will you hide your face 
from me?”  Psalm 13:1.  Or Jesus reciting Psalm 22 
cried from the cross, “My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 
  The people called Methodist have understood 
themselves as a people of faith who journey together in 
a covenant with God and one another, the United 
Methodist doctrinal/theological statement affirms:  
“With Christians of other communions we confess 
belief in the trinity, God-Father-Holy Spirit.  This 
confession embraces the biblical witness to God’s 
activity in creation, encompasses God’s gracious self-

involvement in the 
dramas of history 
and anticipates the 
consummation of 
God’s reign.”   It is 
the Trinity—Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit that provides our grounding for 
knowing and relating to God.  At its core meaning is 
the declaration:  God, the Father who is before us; God, 
the Son, who is for us; God the Holy Spirit, who is with 
us. 
  Faith is fundamentally a relationship with God – a 
loving and reverent relationship of trustful obedience.  
Faith in God is living in relationship with God. 
  Today’s United Methodist live toward God’s final 
victory.  We believe that the salvation God has begun in 
us and that all creation will be brought to completion.  
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we will be 
transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ and 
incorporated into Christ’s reign over death and sin.  
Although death brings grief and loss, the Bible tell us 
“...that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, no 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
heights, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us form the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39 
  Methodist founder John Wesley proceeded to define 
true religion as in Mark 12:30-31—loving God with all 
the heart, and with all the mind, and with all the soul, 
and with all the strength, and loving one’s neighbors as 
one’s self.   
  The last words of John Wesley prior to his death on 
March 2, 1791, “The best of all, is God is with us.”  As 
heirs of Wesley, United Methodists live the belief that 
God has been with us, God is with us, and God shall be 
with us; and the whole creation will be transformed into 
God’s new heaven and new earth!  Living that belief is 
the United Methodist Way. – Marsha Melton 

Some of you may not 
know about an excellent 
program at FUMC called 
Stephen Ministry. It is a 
one-on-one Christian 
caregiving program that 
pairs a Stephen Minister 
with a Care Receiver. 
The care receiver is someone who may be 
struggling with a difficult life issue or situation 
and needs someone who has been extensively 
trained in how to be an unbiased and 
supportive person who can truly be of help and 
support during difficult times. Men are paired 
with men, and women with women, only. 
 The care giving relationship is strictly 
confidential. 

  If you would like more 
information, look for 
brochures that are 
placed around our 
church in the hallway info 
centers, or speak with 
one of our Stephen 

Leader, Jody Wallin, Dr. Anne Acreman, Mike 
Parker, or contact a church staff member who 
will pass your desire on to one of them. We 
would love to speak to you more about this 
very helpful, free program that is helping 
hundreds of thousands of people around the 
world. 
Blessings,  
Jody Wallin, Congregational Care Pastor 

The United Methodist Women will now meet 
on a quarterly basis, with the next meeting 
scheduled for November 14.  Meetings in 2020 
are March 12; May 7; and September 10.   
Here is the program from the September 
meeting. 
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In Memory of  
Phil Stinson 

Given by 
OCC Women’s Golf Association 

Toni Petit 
Builders Sunday School Class 

Betsy & Buzz Hurt 
 

Sanctuary Choir Fund 
In Memory of  
Phil Stinson 

Given by 
Doris Mason 

 
In Memory of  
Fred Clayton 

Given by 
Mary Blain 

Betsy & Buzz Hurt 
 
 

Children’s Center 
In Memory of  
Cindy Lewis 

Given by 
Marylin & Billy Serich 

Texas Dept. of Public Safety, 
Region 6 

Lisa & Larry Lummus 
John Mark Weaver 

Thelma Reeves 
Jared Sloan 

 
In Memory of  
Cindy Lewis 

Given by 
Mary Blain 

Genelle Thompson 
Betsy & Buzz Hurt 

Memorials  

 

Jonah Silas Wood is held by Pastor Todd 
during his baptism at the Fellowship worship 
service.  Proud parents are Tiffany and 
Aaron Wood.  Jonah is the little brother to 
Claire and Christian.  Prouder grandmother is 
Celeste Dale. 

Holy Baptism 

Church Charge Conference 
Monday, November 4, 2019   

6:00 p.m.  
Asbury UMC, Odessa 

     All six Odessa area United 
Methodist Churches will join 
together.  The Charge/Church 

Conference for each church will be 
held and a Ministries Celebration 

worship service will follow.  You are 
invited to attend.   

Karen Ward, Christy Lewis and  
Randy & Melissa Lewis 

for the loss of their sister and 
Mother 

Cindy Lewis 
 

Lynda & Bill Fowlers 
for the loss of Lynda’s father 

Fred Clayton 
 

Jean & Julie Stinson 
for the loss of Jean’s husband 

Phil Stinson 

Price William Emerson 

August 29, 2019, 8lbs 6oz 

Proud Parents  

Lee & Brett Emerson 

Prouder Grandparents 

Jo & Mike Forrest 
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First United Methodist Church, Odessa, Texas, founded in 1890, is a 
community of Christians who have pledged to support this church with 
their presence, their service, their gifts and their prayers. We dedicate 
ourselves to spreading God’s Word throughout our community and to 
providing meaningful worship experiences, fellowship, and 
opportunities to fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ through a variety of 
ministries. As United Methodists, “our doors, our hearts and our minds 
are open to all those who seek God’s Grace.” 
  The CULTIVATOR is a monthly publication whose exclusive purpose 
is to help FUMC-Odessa accomplish its Mission by communicating and 
“cultivating the presence of Christ in the lives of this congregation.  

Bring A Friend This Sunday 

  8:00 AM 
 
 

Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
    —Sanctuary  

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday School, all ages 

10:16 AM The Bridge Worship,  
      —3901 E. Yukon  

11:00 AM Fellowship Worship 
    —Fellowship Center 

 
 
 

First United Methodist Church-Odessa  
Mission Statement 

We exist for LIFE… 
To Love others, Invite them to join us as we Follow Christ, 

who Empowers us to make a difference. 

415 N Lee Street 
Odessa TX 79761 

Donation candy or volunteer your time to make this outreach 
event a great success!  Our church invites all children to 
enjoy a safe and fun place to celebrate.  Last year, over 100 
kids were treated to radical hospitality by generous 
members.  Come join the fun! 


